














ee » 


8 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 


es Sn ae eee 


RINTED AND PUBLISHED AT THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, BY BLAIR & RIVES. 


ra Concress, Ist Session. FRIDAY, MAY 31, 1844. 


Mr. Rarnsun’s amendment, after being modi- 

jn compliance with suggestions from various 
s, was read. 

Mr. ADAMS inquired whether an additional 

han ever been affixed to a misdemeanor 

i¢fiony by a proviso in this manner. He de- 

ied to know whether it was constitutionally 


the power of Congress to affix a new 
ty in addition to those which already ex- 
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Mr. DROMGOOLE replied that he had not 
waived any of his privileges, and contended that 
he retained the right to make any motion in rela+ 
tion to the disposition of these resolutions. The 
House gave its consent to the introduction of the 
resolutions, with the understanding that it was to 
be followed up by a motion on which the House 
would be called to act. 

Mr. WHITE said the proposition was a joint 
one, to receive and lay on the tabie. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE dissented, and said the 
resolutions having been received, it was compe- 
tent for any gentleman to move to make some 
other disposition of the resolutions. 

















that this amendment was offered by direction of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, and it was 
to supply a deficit in the appropriations of the 
last year. As the amendment, however, had pro- 
duced some excitement in the committee, he would 
withdraw it, and bring the proposition forward 
in @ separate bill. 

Mr. KING, of Massachusetts, proposed an 
amendment to prohibit spirit rations and to sup- 
oe ere as a substitute. 

he vote on this amendment was taken by 

Messrs. Wintnror and C. Jorinson, as tellers; 

and resulted—ayes 71, noes 36; being less than a 
uorum. 
















1 Me 
The CHAIRMAN called the gentleman from 
chusetts to order. ’ 
The question was put on the adoption of the 
ymendment; and there were—ayes 75, noes 50. 



























So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, offered the follow- 
ing; which was adopted: 
And be it further enacted, That there be, and is hereby, 


jated, for the purchase of American water-rotted 
hemp for the use of the Navy, the sum of $50,000. 


Mr. McKAY offered the following amendment: 
nd be it further enacted, That the following sums be, 
god the same are hereby, appropriated to supply deficien- 
cies in the appropriations for the naval service, made for 

ending the 3Uth June, 1844, and under the following 











For the pay of superintendents, naval constructors, and 
ai the civil establishments of the several navy-yards, 


For the increase, repair, armament, and equipment of the 
Navy, and wear and tear of vessels in commission, $120,000. 
d for the completion of an iron steamer on Lieutenant 

Hunter’s plan, and now in course of construction at Pitts- 
i burg, Pennsyivania, $200,000. 
For contingent expenses enumerated, $200,000. 
. Por contingent expenses not enumerated, $1,500. 
0 For steamers on the Jakes, $18,500 82. 
g For clothing for the Navy, eae | transportation and 
S 


any other expense, to be reimbursed out of the sale of 


clothing, $130,000. 
Mr. McK. called for the reading of a commu- 
: nication showing that the appropriation contem- 
plated in the amendment was necessary to pro- 
vide for deficiencies of the last year; and it was 
read accordingly. 
Mr. BREN GLE wished to inquire of the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means if 
| thislarge appropriation was intended for the op- 
, erations of the squadfon in the Gulf of Mexico? 
. Mr. HOUSTON objected to any question of 


the kind. 

Mr. ADAMS objected to the amendment as 
out of order, on the ground that all appropria- 
tions must be considered in the Committee of the 


Whole. 

The CHAIRMAN said. that the House was 
acting in the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. ADAMS replied that no discussion was 
allowed, and therefore the amendment was out of 


order. 

The CHAIRMAN said that the amendment 
was in order, and discussion was not in order. 

Mr. ADAMS was proceeding to discuss the 
point of order, when 

The CHAIRMAN called him to order, and 
«sked if he appealed from the decision just made. 

Mr. ADAMS said <hat he did, and called for 
the a and a : 

The CHAIRMAN. The yeas and nays can- 
not be taken in the Committee of the Whole. 
Does the Thee call for tellers? 

Mr. ADAMS said that he did, and again com- 
menced discussing the point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN called him to order again, 
and informed him that he could not be permitted 
to discuss it. 

Mr. ADAMS read a rule of the House which, 
he said, sustained the point raised by him. 

The CHAIRMAN directed the reading of the 
tule which provided for the suspension of the 
tules, so as to take bills out of the Committee of 
the Whole. 

The question was then taken on the appeal, 
and resulted in sustaining the decision of the Chair 
—ayes 73, noes 40. 

he question recurring on Mr. McKayr’samend- 


ment, 
Mr. BARNARD called for tellers. 
Tellers were ordered. 
Mr, McKAY then, by permission, observed 
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quorum present, and gentlemen were requested 
to vote on one side or the other, as they were re- 
quired to do by the rules of the House. ; 


ayes 75, noes 49. 


abolition of corporal punishment in the Navy and 
marine corps, and the repeal of all laws author- 
rizing corporal punishment. 


Ly as tellers) was—ayes 53, noes 39; no quorum 
votin 


upon gentlemen to vote as the rules required. 


amendment, to the effect that no order for shorten- 
ing sail on ship-board shall be obligatory without 
the concurrence, by vote, of a majority of the 
ship’scompany. [Laughter.] That, he remarked, 
would be at least democratic. 


was taken by Messrs. Sampre and Bay ty, as 
tellers; and twenty-three voted in the affirmative. 
It was then abandoned. 


of the gentleman from New Hampshire on which 
the vote was taken by the same tellers, and re- 
sulted—ayes 67, noes 63. 


McKAY, and reported the bill, with its amend- 
ments, to the House. 


on agreeing to the amendments of the committee. 


thing on this bill, but to ask the House to give 
him permission to introduce the resolutions from 
a meeting held in his district, which he had be- 
fore attempted to present to the House; but, 
taking the sense of the House, as heretofore ex- 
hibited, to be against the motion to print, he would 
now only ask the House to receive the resolu- 
tions, and he would move that they be laid upon 
the table. 


received by general consent. 




























The CHAIRMAN said there was evidently a 


The vote was again taken; and there were— 


So the amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. HALE submitted an amendment for the 


The vote (taken by Messrs. Sampre and Bar- 


g. 
The CHAIRMAN again respectfully called 
Mr. SCHENCK offered an amendment to the 


The vote on the amendment to the amendment 
The question then recurred on the amendment 


So the amendment was agreed to. _ 
The committee then rose, on the motion of Mr. 


The SPEAKER stated that the question was 


ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 
Mr. COBB said he did not desire to say any- 


The SPEAKER stated that they could only be 


No objections were made. 

Mr. COBB moved that the resolutions be laid 
upon the table. 

The SPEAKER was putting the question on 
that motion, when 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL rose, and asked the 
gentleman from Georgia to withdraw his motion, 
to enable him (Mr. 1.) to substitute another. 

Mr. COBB assented. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL was proceeding to 
address the House; when 

Bo DEAN asked if the gentleman was in 
order. 

Mr. WHITE rose to a point of order. He 
contended that the gentleman from — had 
obtained permission to aes the resolutions, 
with the condition that they should be laid upon 
the table. Under no other circumstances would 
the unanimous consent of the House have been 
granted; and hence the gentleman from Pennsy}- 
vania could not now go on and change the eae 
tion of the resolutions before the House, leave 
having been given for a specific purpose. 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL was proceeding to 


make some observations; when 


Mr. WHITE interposed, and called for a decis- 


ion on his point of order by the Chair. 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL said he had supposed 


he should have had the privilege of debate in this 
free country. 


The SPEAKER said the Chair had been called 


upon to decide the point of order, which was not 
a debatable question. 


Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL stated his impressions 


of the facts of the case. 


Mr. COBB followed, giving them in substance 


as above stated. 


The SPEAKER overruled the point of order 


of the gentleman from Kentucky. 


Mr. WHITE appealed from the decision of the 


Chair. Heagain recapitulated the circumstances 
under which the resolutions were brought before 
the House, and reiterated the assertion, that if 
the proposition of the gentleman from Georgia 
had not been the specific joint proposition to re- 
ceive and lay on the table, the unanimous assent 
of the House would not have been granted; and, 
as it was granted under such circumstances, no 
other could, in good faith, be made; and, in fact, 
the general understanding under which the reso- 
lutions came in, relieved the Chair from the ne- 
igs of putting the question on the reception at 
all. 

imous consent, with the ea view to the 
motion to lay them on the table bein 

any other motion in reference to them would be 
out of order. 


he resolutions had been received by unan- 


g made, and 


Mr. COBB observed that he did not consider 


any other motion, save a motion to print, would 
be inconsistent with the consent granted by the 
House; but as a different view seemed to be taken 
by some gentlemen, with the consent of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, and in case the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky would withdraw his point 


or order, he would renew the motion to lay the 
resolutions upon the table. 

The gentleman alluded to having assented, 

Mr COBB renewed the motion to lay the res- 
olutions on the table; which motion was adopted. 

Mr. DEAN moved that the rales be suspended, 
in order that the House might resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union; 
and on this motion he asked the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered; and, on 
division, the vote was—ayes 56, noes 84. 

The rules were not suspended. 

Mr. DUNCAN moved a suspension of the rules 
for the purpose of —— the Committee of the 
Whole to take up the bill extending the jurisdic- 
tion of the United States over the Territory of 


Oregon. 

The SPEAKER remarked that the House had 
no authority to direct what business should be 
taken up by the committee. 

Mr. DUNCAN then moved that the House 
adjourn. 3 

e motion was negatived. 

Mr. DUNCAN renewed his motion fora sus- 
pension of the rales, that the House might resolve 
itselfinto the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union; and demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The vote was taken by tellers; and resulted— 
ayes 43, noes 82. 

So the rules were not suspended. 
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POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL, 
Mr. McKAY inquired what was the first busi- 
ness in order? 
The SPEAKER replied that the first business 
in order was the bill making appropriations for the 
Post Office Department, which had been reported 


from the Committee of the Whole, with amend- 


ments, 


Mr. CAMPBELL said he believed there were 


j 


| $28,000 to be employed for political pu 


some bills relating to the District of Columbia, 


which had been reported to the House. 


The SPEAKER remarked that the positive 
direction of the rule was, that appropriation bills 


should have precedence over all other bills. 


The House then took up the bill making appro- 
priations for the Pos{ Office Department; the pend- || 
ing question being on the amendment to abolish 

| 


the office of Post Office agents. 

Mr. ELMER opposed the amendment. 
agents had oxiotsd cotemporaneously with the 
Post Office itself. And they were asked to abolish 


this office because it was alleged that the agents 
did not fulfill their duties as they ought; and that 


they interfered in electioneering. This might be 
true; but he would ask were they prepared to 
abolish a necessary office because those intrusted 


with the duties of that office had abused their trust? 
What office was there in the gift of the Govern- 


ment that was not liable more or less to be abused 
by those appointed to fill such office? This was 
the case under all Administrations, and would be 
so long as human nature remained the same. 


in ferreting out abuses and detecting frauds; and 
he trusted the House would not rashly determine 
to abolish the office. 


Mr. HUDSON said he concurred with the gen- 
He believed it 


tleman in most of his remarks. 
was necessary that agents should be employed by 
the Post Office Department; but the question was 
whether it could not be done just as effectually, 


and with less expense to the Government, by 
employing special agents whenever cases occur 
requiring their services. He saw no necessity for 
employing permanent agents with salaries of 


twelve or fifteen huudied dollars each, when the 
same service could as well or better be rendered 
vy temporary agents; and he believed that the 


appropriation of $5,000 would be amply sufficient 


to coverall the necessary expenses. 

Mr. HARDIN did not agree with the gentle- 
man who had just taken his seat in the views ex- 
pressed by him. From what he had seen of these 
especial agents in his State, and the services they 
rendered, he was convinced that they were indis- 
poneeke necessary to the efficient service of the 

ost Office Department. It was possible that 


some improper persons might have been appointed 


to fill these offices, and that some of them may have 
abused the trusts reposed in them; but that was no 
reason why their offices should be abolished. We 
must recollect (said he) that we are not legislating 
for the present Administration, which is soon to 
go out of office, but for the whole country fortwo 
years ahead; and therefore we should not abolish 
offices useful to the country, because there may 
be one or two of them filled by improper persons. 

Mr. HALE observed that if the money which 


was to go to the agents of the Post office Depart- | 
ment was to be thrown away or uselessly spent, | 


he would not say one word, but let it go with the 
other thousands and millions which were wasted 
in a similar manner; but, believing that this 
mnioney was not to be thrown away, but misap- 
ra in a manner calculated to do great mischief, 
ve was compelled to raise his voice against the 
appropriation. It was his fortune, till he was 
reformed out of office by this reforming Admin- 
istration, to serve the country as prosecuting at- 
torney in the State of New Hampshire; and, 
curing his service in that capacity, he had never 
known of any mail depredations being detected 
by these agents, but, on the contrary, he had been 
convinced that they were of no service in that 
way whatever. Believing the offices to be not 
ouly useless, but worse than useless, he would 
vote against the appropriations for them. 

Mr. McCLERNAND agreed with the views 
expressed by the gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire, (Mr. ace Lend the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr. Hupsow.] He was opposed io 
the appropriation for these Post Office agents, be- 
canse, 80 far as his observation had extended, it 
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|| carry out the designs of their leader. — 
| that, at one time of the Roman ros em: corrup- 
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was encouraging profligacy in the oxpenditnta of 
the public money, and corruption in the dispensa- 
tion of the patronage of the Government. It was 
throwing into the hands of the Executive some 
oses, and 
in corrupting the virtue of the people. He believed 
the effect of this appropriation would be to enable 


| the Executive to corrupt the political integrity of 


the nation to the extent of $28,000. He was there- 
fore opposed to the appropriation, and would 


strip the Executive of the power he possesses, 
through these agents, to tamper with the virtue 


of the people. 
There was a time when there was a great out- 


ery against political corruption; but it seemed 


that, under this Administration, it had become so 


| common as to pass almost without notice. What 


were the ends to be attained by the employment 
of these agents? It was not so much to ferret 
out frauds as to have political panderers to go about 
the country and prostitute their offices for the pur- 
pose of buying up votes to sustain the Administra- 


| tion; and he was therefore opposed tothe extension 


of the executive patronage to be used in this way. 
Again: these agents interposed between the peo- 
ple and their Representatives and the Govern- 
ment. The soaple of a particular section of the 
country may demand of the Post Office Depart- 
ment the removal of an incompetent or unfaithful 
postmaster; yet if that officer can bribe the agent 
to interest himself in his behalf, he is kept in of- 


. | fice, no matter how unworthy hemay be. Again: 
‘The office he considered to be a most important || 


‘ c ! | they interpose between the people and the Rep- 
one for the welfare of the Post Office Department, | 


resentatives of the people in regard to mail facil- 
ities. If the aid + of these agents can be 
obtained for that purpose, an order goes forth from 
the Post Office Department to abolish one post 
office, and establish another, though any memo- 


| vial of the people, no matter how numerously 
| signed, would fail to attain the object. It wasa 


legitimate mode of discussion at this time, when 
an appropriation was asked for to continue the 
patronage of the Executive in a certain channel, 
to inquire in what manner it has been heretofore 
used. At this time, when the Executive had be- 
come a sort of political auctioneer with the of- 
fices of the country, it was proper for the Repre- 
sentatives of the people to inquire whether it was 
not their duty to curtail the amount of patronage 
thus unworthily disposed of. 

He knew the design of the Executive was to 
build up a party to elect him to the Presidency, 
though he had no strength before the country. 
If any one doubted this, let them inquire of what 
materials the coming convention was to be com- 
posed. If they looked atthe public papers, they 
would find that this convention was composed of 
office-holders or expectants of office; and offices 
were held out as the reward for those who would 
It is said 


tion had grown to such a frightful extent that 


| offices were set up to sale; but he would venture 


to assert that the scenes that were then enacted 


| were not half sostartling as those they daily wit- 


nessed. He was opposed to this appropriation, 
because he would not have any agents to stand 


| between him, as the representative of the people, 
| and the Government. 


He was told that the Postmaster General lis- 
tened to these agents, and took their advice in the 


|| appointment of postmasters; and that this prac- 


tice was become so common as for him to make 
them responsible for appointments so made. 
Was the House prepared to sanction such an 
influence asthis? Whatresponsibility was there 
in these agents to the people or the people’s rep- 
resentatives? Therecould be none whatever; and 


| yet they were told that numerous appointments 


were made on the recommendation of agents of 
whom the people knew nothing—of whom Con- 
gress knew nothing, and who were only respons- 
ible to the appointing power. ‘ 

After a few more remarks from Mr. McC., 

Mr. SIMONS offered an amendment to make 
the amendment more intelligible, as he thought it 
was not understood by the committee. He moved 
to amend the amendment, so as to make it read 


|| as follows: 


Strike out the words “ for mail depredations and special 


|| agents, $28,000," and insert “for mail depredations, 


|| $10,000 : .Provided, That the office of special ageat be here- 


by abolished.” 
Mr. RATHBUN observed that theamendment 





|| Mr. SCHENCK 
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was to abolish the office of speci nt 
pte sum that gts sufficient to aise ee 
e ations; and he thought $5,000 
ficrent for that purpose. selon ermply suf. 

Mr. SIMONS thought the sum of $5,009 to 
small, and $28,000 too large. He would be i 
isfied, however, with an appropriation of $10,099, 

Mr. McKAY explained that there was no law 
by which these special agents were appointed 
and thatthe withdrawal of the appropriation would 
effectually abolish the office. He stated that ther, 
were now ten such officers, at salaries of ¢j 999 
per annum, the number having been increas, 
from seven,and their salaries reduced from $1,600: 
and he then read an extract froma communica, 
tion of the head of the Post Office Department, 
stating the duties of these special agents, anj 
showing that their services were laborious and 
valuable. Thus there would be one of these agenty 
to about three States or Territories, in the dis. 
charge of important duties; and it was ridiculous 
to suppose that these special agents, employed at 
annual salaries of $1,200 each, could corrupt the 
people of these United States. He concluded by 
moving the previous question. 

Some conversation then ensued; and the preyi- 
ous question was not seconded; the vote, taken 
by tellers, being—ayes 59, noes 62, 

Mr. SCHENCK spoke at some length on the 
duties and remunerations of these several agents, 
observing that $1,200 per annum and two dollars 
per diem was not all, for they were franked from 
one end of the country to the other. He cop- 
tended that they could be dispensed with, and 
spoke in favor of the creation of a fund to defra 
the expenses of discovering mail defalcations; and 
said he should vote for the amendment of the 
ae from Connecticut, though he believed 

alf the sum mentioned in the amendment would 
be sufficient. 
_Mr. RATHBUN demanded the previous ques- 
tion. 

The demand was seconded; and the main ques- 
tion ordered to be now put. 

The main question being upon the amendment 
to the amendment, it was agreed to. 

The question then being upon the adoption of 
the original amendment, as amended, the yeas 
and nays were demanded, and ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 72, nays 81; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Benton, James Black, 
Bower, Brengle, Jeremiah Brown, Burke, Carroll, Catlin, 
Causin, Clinch, .Clingman, Dama, Garrett Davis, Dean, 
Deberry, Dickey, Dickinson, Duncan, Ficklin, Fish, Fior- 
ence, Foot, Willis Green, Grider, Hale, Hamlin, Harper, 
Hudson, Hungerford, Periey B. Johnson, Preston King, 
Daniel P. King, Leonard, McClernand, McConnell, Mcll- 
vaine, Edward J. Morris, Joseph Morris, Morse, Moseley, 
Newton, Patterson, Peyton, Phenix, Pollock, Elisha R. 
Potter, Purdy, Rathbun, Reding, Ritter, Rockwell, Kodney, 
Rogers, Sample, Schenck, Senter, Severance, John T. 
Smith, Robert Smith, Stetson, John Stewart, Thomasson, 
Tilden, Tucker, Tyler, Vinton, Wentworth, White, Wil- 
liams, and Winthrop—72. 

NAYS—Messrs. Arrington, Bayly, Bidlack, Edward J. 
Black, James A. Black, Bowlin, Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, 
William J. Brown, Burt, Jeremiah E. Cary, Shepherd Cary, 
Reuben Copa, Augustus A. Chapman, Cobb, Coles, 
Cross, Daniel, Darragh, Richard D. Davis, John W. Davis, 
Dromgoole, Dunlap, Ellis, Eimer, Farlee, Foster, Grinnell, 
Hammett, Henley, Herrick, /Houston Hubard, Hubbell, 
James B. Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, 
Irvin, Jaineson, Jenks, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, 
Andrew Kennedy, John P. Kennedy, Kirkpatrick, La- 
branche, Lucas, Lumpkin, Lyon, Maclay, McCauslen, Mc- 
Cleland, McKay, Norris, Owen, Parmenter, Payne, Eme 
D. Potter, Pratt, Ramsey, Charles M. Reid, David &. Re ) 
Relfe, Roberts, Russell, Saunders, David L. Seymour, 
Simpson, Slidell, Steenrod, Stiles, Stone, Strong, Taylor, 
Thompson, Tibbatts, Vance, Weiler, Woodward, Joseph 
A. Wright, and Yost--81. 


So the amendment was rejected. 

The question recurred on the engrossment of 
the bill, and ordering it to a third reading; which 
was carried. 

The bill being read the third time, 

Mr. SCHENCK moved that the bill be recom- 
mitted, with instructions to amend by inserting 
an appropriation of $10,000 for the prevention of 
frauds upon the Post Office Department. 

Mr. SEYMOUR demanded the previous ques- 
tion on the passage of the bill. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved that there be a call of 
the House. 

The motion was rejected. 

n moved that the House 


adjourn; which motion was not agreed to. 
| he demand for the previous question was sec- 
| onded; and the main question 1 
put—being on the passage of the bill. 


to be now 


by whi 
toe 
guve. 


On! 
itself 1 
up for 








in; and 
the He 





nts, 
llars 


' the 
ved 
ould 


ues- 
ues. 
rent 


1 of 
eas 
‘ing 


ack, 


ean, 
‘lor- 
per, 
ing, 
ell- 
ley, 
RK. 
ey, 

a 


on, 
Vil- 


d J. 
ad, 


ry, 
les, 


ell, 
ell, 


e8, 
La- 
fc- 


ur, 
or, 


ph 


afirmatl ve. 


Mr. HALE moved a reconsideration of the vote 
which the bill was passed, and called the pre- 


by 


s question. 


The previous question was seconded; and the 


main question being put, 


2 om House refused to reconsider the vote. 
FORTIFICATION BILL. 

On motion of Mr. McK AY, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole, and took 
yp for consideration the amendments made by the 
Senate to the bill making appropriations for cer- 


iain fortifications. 


The amendments of the Senate were concurred 
in; and the bill was laid aside, to be reported to 


LAND TITLES. 

Mr. WELLER moved that the bill from the 
Senate (No. 20) to provide for the legal adjudica- 
tion of land titles in Louisiana and Arkansas, and 
in some parts of Mississippi and Missouri, be 


the House. 


taken up. 


Mr. VINTON moved that the committee rise; 


which was rejected. 


The question was then taken on Mr. WELLER’s 
motion; and it was carried—ayes 88, noes 28. 


The bill having been 


Mr. BRENGLE moved that it be laid aside, 
and that the committee take up bill No. 14; which 


motion was rejected. 


Mr. SLIDELL said 


ress the digcussion of the bill at present; but as 
fe was at a loss to know what objection could be 
urged to it, he wished to hear the gentleman from 
Tennessee, [Mr. C. Jounson,] who, he under- 
stood, was opposed to the bill. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON proceeded to state the 
ground of some objections which he should urge 
against the passage of this bill to-morrow, or 


whenever else it shou 


garded the bill as one of very great importance, 
and as involving more property than any bill 
which had been before Congress for many years 
it was a bill which would ‘authorize suits 
against the Government of the United States for 
from ten to fifteen, or perhaps twenty million 
acres of land; which, besides its importance, as 
respects the amount of property involved, was a 


past. 


direct violation of that 


tofore prevailed to the prevention of suits against 
the Government. If this bill should pass, they 
would not be able to collect taxes sufficient to pa 

the expenses to which the Government seal 
be put. And again: if this bill should become a 


law, why should not 


French spoliations be allowed to sue the Govern- 
ment?) He went on to enumerate many other 
objections to the bill, and to the forms of pro- 
ceedings which it would institute; and intimated 
that he should enter more elaborately into an argu- 
ment against it when it should 
On motion of Mr. PARMENTER, the com- 
mittee then rose and reported the fortification bill 
to the House, and progress on the land bill. 
The fortification bill was taken up in the 
House, and the amendments of the committee 


concurred in. 


PRINTING OF ESTIMATES. 


Mr. McKAY then 


‘communication from the Secretary of the 
asking for appropriations to supply previous 


deficiencies. 





The following was 


By Mr. STILL he 


meeting of the citizens of Chatham county —: irre- 
favorable to the reannexation of T'exas to 


spective of 


The question being put, it was decided in the 


The motion was agreed to. 
The House then adjourned. 
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it was decided in the neg- 


read through, 


he had no disposition to 


ld be discussed. He re- 


principle which had here- 


the claimants under the 


in come up. 


. 


moved the printing of a 
avy, 


nted to-day under the rule : 
ings and resolutions of a 


the American nion ; which were referred to the Com- 


mittee on Foreign Aflairs. 


IN SENATE. 


Fripay, 


The PRESIDENT 


nate a communication from the War Depart- 


May 24, 1844. 
pro tempore laid before the 


ment, transmitting a-report, in compliance with 


the resolution of the Senate of the 2d ultimo, on 
p and probable expense of im- 
hs the navigation of the Mississippi river at 


the practicability 


Little Chain. 






Also, a communication from the Treasury De- | 
rtment, in compliance with a resolution ot the 
nate, on the subject of experiments mase in 





the lighg-house establishment as to the practica- 
bility of using gas instead of oil, and the relative 
expenses of the same; which was referred to the || 
Committee on Commerce. 


PETITIONS, ETC. | 


Mr. BREESE presented a memorial from Wil- | 
liam L. D. Erving and one hundred and twenty- || 
two others, citizens of Illinois, in favor of annex- || 
ing Texas to the United States; which was ordered |, 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. JARNAGIN remarked that last evening | 
he received a communication addressed to his | 
colleague and himself, containing the proceedings | 
of a meeting of Whigs and Democrats, held in || 
the county of Hardeman, Tennessee, in favor of | 















| 


the annexation of Texas to the United States, 
and they resolve that the President of the United 
States, the Senate and House of Representatives, 
be requested to use all proper means to accom- 


{ 
j 


plish thatend, They say nothing upon the sub- | 
ject of the treaty now pending betore the Senate, | 
but on the abstract proposition of annexation; || 
leaving the President and Congress to use such | 
means to accomplish the annexation as are prop- 

er; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. WOODBURY presented a memorial from |; 
a number of citizens of Boston, Massachusetts, | 
in favor of the annexation of Texas; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented a memorial from cit- 
izens of Zanesville, Muskingum county, Ohio, in 
favor of the ratification of the treaty for the an- 
nexation of Texas to the United States. 

Mr. T. remarked that, in this petition, the main 
ground and reason for asking its ratification was 
their belief that, if the present golden opportunity 
to consummate that object was i , Texas, 
from necessity, would be thrown into the hands 
of that grasping power, England. Great pains 
have been taken to induce the American people to 
believe that, unless the treaty for annexing Texas 


| of General Jackson 
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ate whether, during the existence of such contract, any 
other mode was adupted to remit money to said 
and, if so, the reasons therefor, and the ex of such 
attempt. Also, that he communicate to the 
of any contract entered into for the same purpose 
termination of the said first named contract, tegether with 
all the papers, correspondence, reports, and examinations 
of the accounts of said Fiteb, Brothers & Co., relating to 
their said contract, connected with or growing out of the 

termination of the same by the said Department, which 
have been made under its order, together with copies of all 
letters from said house to the 


ron; 


enate a y 
since the 


resident, in possession of 
his Department, having reference to said contract. 


ARMY RETRENCHMENT BILL. 
On motion of Mr. HANNEGAN, the Senate 


| took up for consideration the order submitted by 


him yesterday: 

That a message be sent to the House requesting that 
the bill regulating me ey of the Army, and for other pur- 
poses, may be rewurned to the Senate for its further action 
thereon. 

Mr. H. called for the yeas and nays on its 
adoption, which were ordered and taken; and the 
question was decided in the negative—yeas 16, 
nays 21; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, 
Breese, Buchanan, Fairfield, Fulton, Hannegan, Haywood, 
Huger, Lewis, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, and Woodbury 


| —I6. 


NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Benton, 


| Berrien, Choate, Clayton, Dayton, Evans, Francis, Hender- 


son, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson, Phelps, Porter, Tall- 
L. 


|| madge, Upham, White, and Woodbridge—2 


LA FOURCHE RIVER. 
On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, it was 


Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediencey of making an ap- 


| propriation to remove the obstructions to the — of 
y order 


the river La Fourche, at its mouth, placed there 
during the invasion by the army of 
Great Britain in the year 1814. 


THE BAYOU BLUE. 
On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce inquire into 
the expediency of authorizing the employment, under the 
direction of the President of the United States, of an engl- 
neer of the United States corps, in examining and survey- 
ing the Bayou Biue, in the State of Louisiana. 


Mr. J. also presented a petition from John P. 





to the United States should be immediately ratified, 
it would fall into the possession of Great Britain. 
Where this conspiracy to impose on public cre- 
dulity originated—from whence it proceeded—he 
need not say; it is known to every one here. In 
all the public journals of the country devoted to 
the present Executive, in all they can dupe and 
impose upon, you see-this asserted and insisted 
upon. Pains—great pains—have been taken to 
induce the venerable patriot Jackson to believe 
this; and so far have these efforts proceeded, that 
the private secretary of the President of Texas 
has esi senfto General Jackson to impress this 
upon his mind; and that it has succeeded, we have 
evidence in the published letters of that eminent 
citizen and public benefactor. 

This, sir, is an imposition; a false and fraudu- 
lent imposition attempted upon the mind of this 
nation; and it would have succeeded in producing 
much more extensively the action of the people 
in the form mow presented in favor of the treat 
if the nefarious conspiracy had not been defeated. 
And, sir, the thanks of the nation are due to that 
Senator who, by publishing the treaty and cor- 
respondence, defeated it. 

he memorial was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented a memorial from 
citizens of Grand river territory, Missouri, ae a 
ing for the establishment of a mail route from the 
mouth of Refuge river, in Clinton county, to 
Grand river; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. HANNEGAN presented a petition from 
two hundred citizens of. the State of Indiana, in 
favor of the ratification of the treaty for the an- 
nexation; which was ordered to lie on the table. 


MEDITERRANEAN SQUADRON. 


Mr. BAYARD submitted the following resolu- 
tion, (prefacing it with some remarks showin 
the importance of its passage;) which was read, 
and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 


communicate to the Senate a copy of a contract entered 
into by the Secretary of the Navy in 1333, with Fitch, 


nean squadron 
of the same which 
that he inform the Senate whether said contract has 
terminated by the order of the Na 

80, the reasons for such order ; andt 


SS - 


Brothers & Co., fur the supply of money to the Mediterra- 
together with any change or modification 
may have been subsequently made ; and 


Department; and, if 
t he inform the Ben- 


| Watson on the same subject; which was referred 
| to the Committee on Commerce. 


STEAMSHIP MICHIGAN. 


Mr. BREESE submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which, under the rule, lies one day on the 
table: 

Resolved, That the President be requested, if not detri- 
mental to the public service, to order the United States 
steamship Michigan, now at Erie, Pennsylvania, when 
ready for service, to visit, during the ensuing summer, the 
principal ports of the northern lakes, including the port of 
| Chicago, in the State of Illinois. 


SURVEY OF STRAITS. 


Mr. WOODBRIDGE submitted the following 
| resolution; which, under the rule, lies one day 


on the table: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to report 

| to the Senate what progress has been made in the survey 
i| of the straits connecting Lakes Huron and Erie; that he 
| cause the survey thereot, so far as made, to be reported, on 
a reduced scale, to the Senate for its use. That he report 
to the Senate the opinion of the Department as to the prac- 
ticability of so straightening and deepening the channel on 
the west shore of the straits of Detroit, opposite Fort 
Malden, as to render it practicable for steamers and sail 
vessels; with an estimate of the expense thereof, and of 
the expense of removing all other obstructions and imped- 
iments to the convenient and safe navigation from Lake 
Erie to Lake Huron. : 


CLAIMS OF MAIL CONTRACTORS. 


On motion of Mr. ATCHISON, the previous 
orders were suspended, and the joint resolution 
from the House of Representatives to authorize 
the Postmaster General to reéxamine certain 
claims, and to allow one month’s extra pay to 
certain mail contractors, was taken up, consid- 
ered, and passed. 

PENSION LAWS. 


| The general orders being resumed, the Senate 
bill to consolidate and amend the acts in 
to the pensions of widows and orphans of cer- 
tain naval officers, which was the first on the Cal- 
endar, was taken up, considered, and passed, 

The title of the bill was then amended, on mo- 

tion of Mr. EVANS, by striking out the word 
“* certain,’’ and adding, afte~ the word “‘ officers,’”” 
the words ‘*‘ seamen and ines.”’ 


PORT OF DELIVERY. 


On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, the pre- 
vious orders were suspended, and the Senate bill 
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to estewlish a port of delivery at the city of La 
Fayette, in the Siate of Louisiana, was taken 
up, considered, and—subsequently having, by 
order, been engrossed—passed. | 


MARY REESIDE. 

The general orders being resumed, the Sepate 
bill for the relief of Mary Reeside, executrix of 
the last will and testament of James Reeside, de- 
ceased, was taken up in its order, as in Commit- || 
tee of the Whole. 

Mr. BERRIEN stated that this bill had been 
reported by the Judiciary Committee on consid- 
eration of a memorial referred to it. The memo- 
rial set forth that a suit against the United States 
had been decided in the courts in Pennsylvania 
in favor of Mr. Reeside, awarding him a consid- 
erable sum as due to him by the Government on 
the settlement of his accounts. The Judiciary || 
Committee did not, by any means, recognize the 
right of the courts of Pennsylvania to entertain 
a suit against the United States; but, upon ex- 
amination of the facts adduced on that occasion, 
conceived there were sufficient grounds to author- 
ize an inquiry and adjustment of the accounts be- 
tween the claimant and the United States, by the 
proper officers of the Government, under the 
guidance of the Attorney General. In conform- 
ity with this view, the present bill had been 
framed and was recommended by the committee. 

Mr. HAY WOODobjected toany action ground- 
ed on the records of a court unauthorized to enter- 
tain suit against the United States. He under- 
stood, from one of the officers of the Departments, 
that large sets-off appeared on the books of the 
Government against Mr. Reedside, and that, if 
they were sustained, he would be brought con- 
siderably in debt. He wished to have time to 
look into this matter, and hoped the bill would 
be allowed to lie over till to-morrow. 

Mr. BERRIEN had no personal solicitude 
about the bill, further than it appeared to the 
committee, of which he was the organ, to be a 
mere act of justice and propriety that investiga- 
tion into the merits of the claim coats be author- 
ized as recommended, He did not object to the 





postponement, if the reading of the bill did not 
satisfy the Senator from North Carolina that it 


was sufficiently guarded on the part of the Gov- 
ernment, 

Mr. HAYWOOD had read the bill, but it had 
failed to satisfy him; and he would therefore ask 
its ee. 

he bill was accordingly postponed until to- 
morrow. 
RIGHT OF TAXATION. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the Senate 
bill declaring the assent of Congress to the State 
of Illinois to impose a tax upon all lands here- 
after sold b the United States in that State, from 
and after the time of such sale. The bill was 
taken up for consideration as in Committtee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE said that at the time of 
the admission of Illinois into the Union, and when 
this matter of compact was under consideration 
on the part of Congress, and on the part of that 
State, it was deemed expedient by Condvehe to 
exact an agreement by which the public domain, 
after it should become individual property by sale, 
should be still free from taxation for five years. 
This was, at that time, sound policy on the part 
of the Government, because it would accelerate 
the sales of public lands in the State; and it was 
also good policy on the part of the State, because 
it would accelerate the population. The State 
now, it would seem, found it to her advantage 
to have-an alteration made in this compact, and 
made an application to Congress to allow her the 
privilege of imposing a tax upon.all lands here- 
after sold, instead of waiting for the expiration of 
the term of years prescribed in the compact. To 
refuse this demand would be to deprive a sover- 
eign State of this Union of one of the most im- 
portant privileges granted to any State—the right 
of taxation, than which there was no privilege 
more vital or essential. She came forward at the 
time when the compact was entered into, and ad- || 











| experience had 
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ought notto begranted. The bill was sufficient! 
guarded. Therightsofall parties were preserved, 
who had heretofore made purchases. 1t guarded 
the rights of all other parties. The wpole bill 
was prospective in its operation, and related only 
to sales hereafter to take place. If passed, it 
would only place Illinois in the same situation 
with other States of the Union. 

Mr. BREESE was understood to say that, in 
addition to the remarks made by the chairman of 
the Committee on Public Lands, he would state 
that, since the compact was made between the 
State and the Government, such a change had 
taken place on the part of the latter, inthe whole 
system of disposing of the public lands, that a 
corresponding change in the State policy was 
justifiable and desirable. This compact was made 
in 1818, when a credit of five years was given to 
purchasers of public lands; and itwas then deemed 
only just, and that the lands sold should be ex- 
empt from taxation till the title passed from the 
Government to the purchaser. But since that, 
the sales of the public lands have been for cash, 
and the title passes forthwith to the purchaser; 
so that there was no reason for exempting the 
land from the very moderate taxation necessa 
for the support of the State government. Illinois 
had, in the prosecution of her public works, in- 
curred a debt which rendered it essential that she 
should resort to her sovereign right of internal 
taxation for its abatement; hence she made the 
application for this change in her compact with 
the Union. The only objection that could arise, 
would be on the grounds that a restriction would 
be imposed on the sales of the public lands; but 
this would not in reality occur, for these lands 
were no longer taken up on speculation; they 
were sought after by actual settlers, who never 
object to the moderate taxation necessary for 
State purposes. This bill would merely place 
Illinois on the same footing with Michigan, Ark- 
ansas, and other States. 

Mr. TAPPAN observed that it had been the 
settled policy of the General Government to ex- 
empt the public lands from taxation for five years 
after sale. Such had been its policy towards Ohio 
and the other States in which the public domain 
lay. It was a policy that had been found to work 
well, for it enabled the Government to sell the 
lands more readily than it could otherwise have 
done. Experience had tested the wisdom of this 
policy. But if now it is found, under other cir- 
cumstances, to be good policy for Ilkinois to call 
for a change, he did not see why the benefits of 
that change should not be extended to all the other 
new States by making this a general law. It did 
not seem to him to be proper to exempt Illinois 
from an obligation that was continued with regard 
to Missouri, Louisiana, and other new States in 
which large tracts of the public domain are yet 
on sale. Ifthe Senator from Illinois would make 
his bill general, he did not know but he would 

ive it his support. 

Mr. BREESE remarked that the reason why 
other States were not included was, that none 
other than Illinois had called for this change of 
policy. It would, he conceived, be time enough 
to legislate with regard to them when they should 
think fit to call for legislation on the subject. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE stated that in Michigan 
roved that the taxation of lands 
from the time of sale made no perceptjple imped- 
iment to their settlement. He apprehended that, 
in practice, it would be found so in Illinois too. 
The bill could not affect those who had purchased 
lands heretofore—it was entirely prospective in 
its operation. 

The bill was then reported back to the Senate 
without amendment, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 


FORTIFICATION BILL. 


A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, with the House bill making appro- 
ee for certain fortifications of the United 

tates, with an amendment to the Senate amend- 
ments of said bill. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the House amend- 


mitted that it would be to her interest. She now || ment was considered, being as follows: 


found that it comported better with her policy, || 


To add to the Senate amendments (namely: for Fort 


that, from this time, these sales of the public | Smith, $30,000; Fort Gibson, ae additional ; Fort 


lands within her limits should not be subject to || 
that compact; and in making her application, she 
asked nothing that was not fair—nothing that 





Townson, $6,000} a proviso, that said 
shall be applied, in the first instance, to the etion of 
the barracks, quarters, and other needful which 
may have been commenced or are in progress of construc- 


This amendment, on motion of Mr. EVANS 
was concurred in. ° 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House bill making appropriations f 
service of the Post Office Depertment, jun - 


ceived from the House, was then taken UP, read 
twice, and appropriately referred. 


WILLIAM WYNN. 


The general orders being again resumed, the 
Senate bill supplementary to an act for the relief 
of William Wynn was taken up, as the first jp 
order, considered, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

Subsequently, on motion of Mr. SEVIER, this 
vote was reconsidered, and the further action og 
the bill was postponed till to-morrow. 


DISTRICT COURT IN NEW JERSEY. 


The next was the House bill to alter the places 
of holding the district court of the United Betas 
for the district of New Jersey; which was taken 
up, considered, and ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading. 

JAMES RITCHIE. 


The Senate bill for the relief of James Ritchie 
was taken up,-considered, and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 


ADAM L. MILLS. 


On motion of Mr. FULTON, the previous or- 
ders were suspended, and the House bill for the 
relief of Adam L. Mills was taken up, considered, 
and passed. 

J. P. HUTCHINSON. 


The general orders were then resumed, and the 
next bill on the Calendar, in order, was taken up, 
being the Senate bill for the relief of J. Pemberton 
Hutchinson, late consul of the United States at 
Lisbon; which was considered, and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


On motion of Mr. ARCHER, the Senate, as 
the order of the day, proceeded to the considera- 
tion of executive business; and after some time 
spent therein, adjourned. 


» HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
_Frivay, May 24, 1844. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. LABRANCHE asked leave to present the 
memorial of certain citizens of the city of New 
Orleans in favor of the reannexation of Texas. 

Objections were made to its reception; but those 
objections were subsequently withdrawn, and 

Mr. LABRANCHE moved that the memorial 
be referred to a select committee of five. i 

Mr. BLACK, of Georgia, called for the reading 
of the memorial. : 

Mr. ELMER objected to the reading as being 
a useless consumption of time. 

Mr. BLACK, of Georgia, said he believed he 
had a right to demand the reading; if not, he would 
move the suspension of any rule which prevented 
him. 


The question was put on the reading of the 


memorial; and on a division, it was negatived. 
Mr. HOUSTON appealed to the gentleman 
from Louisiana to allow the memorial to be laid 
upon the table in the ordi way. " 
Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL said if it were in or 
der, he would moye that there be a call of the 
House,. with a view to have the sense of the 
House fairly expressed. And upon this motion, 
he asked the yeas and nays, which were ordered; 
and being taken, resulted—yeas 55, nays 98. 
So the call was not ordered. 
The question recurring on the motion to lay the 
memorial on thetable, 
_ Mr. WHITE called for the yeas and nays; 
which being ordered, the question was taken, and 
was decided in the affirmative—yeas 103, nay’ 
78, as follow's: ‘i 
YEAS—Messrs. Abbot, A Anderson, Baker 
ringer, Benton, B Brinker, irodnend, Baiton 
rown, Jeremiah Brown, Jeremiah Carroll, 
Collamer, Cranston, Daua, Darrag®, 


sin, Clinch, Clingman, 





nays 11 


itself ir 
state of 
the Ore 


Ohio to 
astand 
the inte 
which 
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would 
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being 
lows: 
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garrett Davis, Richard D. Da Dean, * 
Deke, Dunlap, Elis, om Wa Se = anon 
fom Giddings, Cox Hardin, Harper, sola 


i 
f 


Cave Johnson, Perley B. Johnson, Preston 
Pp. King, Leonard, Maciay, Marsh, Mclivaine, 
J. Morris, Morse, Mosely, Nes, Newton, Parmenter, 
Peyton, Phenix, Pollock, Elisha R. Potter, 
urdy, Ramsey, Rathbun, Charles M. Reed, Red- 
Rockwell, Rodney, Rogers, St. John, Sam- 
‘ Senter, Severance, H. Seymour, 
avid L. Seymour, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Ste- 
phens, Stetson, Andrew Stewart, John Stewart, Strong, 
summers, Sykes, Thomasson, Tyler, Vance, Vinton, Weth- 
ered, White, Williams, and Winthrop—103. 
NAYS—Messrs. Arrington, Atkinson, Bidlack, Edward 
j. Black, James A. Black, Blackwell, Bowlin, Boyd, Wil- 
\jiam J. Brown, Burke, Burt, Caldwell, Campbell, Shepherd 
Cary, Reuben n,A us A. an, Clinton, 
Cobb, Coles, Cross, Cullom, iel, John W. Davis, Daw- 
son, Douglas, Dromgoole, Duncan, Ficklin, French, Ham- 
mett, Haralson, Hays, Henley, Holmes, Hoge, Houston, 
Hughes, James B. Hunt, Chartes- J. — Jameson, 
George W. Jones, Andrew Kennedy, patrick, La- 
pranche, Lucas, Lumpkio, Mathews, McCausilen, Mc- 
Clelland, McClernand, McConnell, McDowell, McKay, 
Murphy Norris, Owen, Emery D. Potter, David 8. Reid, 
Relfe, Ritter, Roberts, Saunders, Simons,Simpson, Slidell, 
Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Steenrod, Stiles, Stone,Tay- 
jor, Thom » Tibbatts, Tucker Weller, entworth, 
Woodward, Joseph A. Wright, and Yost—78. 


ADJOURNMENT OVER. 


Mr. VANCE moved that, when the House 
adjourns to-morrow, it adjourn over to Wednes- 


EF 


ston 
free obinson, 


wD 


d 
Mr. DUNCAN called for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and resulted—yeas 42, 
nays 117. 
OREGON TERRITORY. 


Mr. DUNCAN moved that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, with the intention to take up 
the Oregon bill. 

Mr. HOUSTON desired the gentleman from 
Ohio to permit him to make a motion to discharge 
a standing committee from some bill in relation to 
the interests of Alabama, the precise purport of 
which was not understood. 

Mr. DUNCAN did not accede to the request, 
but called for the yeas and nays on his motion, 

Mr. VANCE reminded the House that this 
was private bill day; and he hoped the House 
would agree to take up that order of business. 

The yeas and nays were then ordered; and 
being taken, resulted—yeas 85, nays 89; as fol- 
ows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Arrington, Atkinson, Bayly, Belser, 
Benton, Bidiack, James Black, James A. Biack, Black- 
well, Bowlin, Boyd, Brinkerhoff; William J. Brown, 
Burke, Burt, Caldwell, Jeremiah E. Cary, Shepherd Cary, 
Reuben Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman, Cross, Dana, 
Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, Dillingham, Drom- 
gy Dunlap, Fieklin, French, Byram Green, Hale, Ham- 

, Hammet, Hardin, Hays, Herrick, Holmes, Hoge, 
Houston, Hubbell, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jameson, Andrew 
Johnson, George W. Jones, Andrew Kennedy, Preston 
King, Lucas, Lumpkin, Maclay, Mathews, McCaulsen, 
McClernand, McConnell, McDowell, Murphy, Norris, 
Owen, Emery D. Potter, Purdy, Rathbun, David 8. Reid, 
Reding, Relfe, Ritter, Roberts, Russell, St. John, Saun- 
ders, 'homas H. Seymour, Simpson, Slidell, Thomas 
Smith, Stetson, Stiles, Stone, Taylor, Thompson, Tib- 
bats, Tueker, Weller, Wentworth, illiams, oodward, 
and Yost—85. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Baker, Barringer, Ed- 
ward J. Black, Brengle, Brodhead, Jeremiah Brown, Buf- 
fington, Campbell, Carroll, Causin, Clinch, Clingman,Cobb, 
Cranston, Darragh, Garrett Davis, Dean, Deberry, Het, 
Dickey, Dickinson, Ejmer, Farlee, Fish, Florenee, Foot, 
Foster, Giddings, in, Willis Green,Grinnell, Grider, 
Haralson, Harper, Hudson, Hungerford, Washington Hunt, 
Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jenks, Cave Johnson, Perley B. 
Johnson, Jobn P. Kennedy, Daniel P. King, Kirkpatrick, 
Leonard, Lyon, Marsh, McClelland, Mclivaine, cKay, 
Edward J. Morris, Morse, Moseley, Newton, Parmenter, 
Patterson, Peyton, Phenix, Pollock, Elisha R. Potter, 
Preston, Kamsey, Charles M. Reed, Robinson, Rockwell, 
Rogers, Sample, Schenck, Senter, Severance, David L. 
Seymour, Albert Smith, Stephens, Andrew Stewart, Strong, 
eiee, Thomasson, oem Tyler, Vance, Vanmeter, Vin- 


on, White, W . 
Wright—89° inthrop, William Wright, and Joseph ,A 
So the motion was not agreed to. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


The standing committees were next called for 
reports; and the following were presented: 

Mr. McKAY, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported a bill directing a disposition 
of the charts and maps of the survey of the coast; 
which was.read three times, and . 

Mr. VANCE, from the Committee of Claims, 


Made a report upon the case of Joseph Nock, 





accompan ) 
read a first and second time, and committed toa 
Committee of the Whole House. 

He also, from the same committee, made a re- 
port upon the petition of John Adams and John 
Adams, jr., accompanied by a bill for their relief; 
which was read a first and second time, and com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole House. 

He also, from the same committee, made ad- 
verse reports upon the _— of William Mc- 
Cabe, John Robinson, James B. Estes, the heirs 
- venenaee Furman, deceased, and Elijah S. 


Mr. BOWLIN, from the same committee, 
made an adverse report upon the petitions of 
Hammond & Dexter; which was laid upon the 
table. ; ; 

On motion of Mr. VANCE, it was 

That the Committee of Claims be discharged 
from the consideration of the petition of William Saun- 
ders, and the petition of Cephias Carpenter and others ; and 
that the petition of William Saunders be referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and that the petition of Cephas 
Carpenter and others be referred to the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs. 

Mr. T.SMITH, from the Committee of Claims, 
made adverse reports upon the petitions of George 
Steele and Teackle Savage, administrators of Bo- 
litha Laws; which were laid on the table. 


On motion of Mr. LABRANCHE, it was 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union be discharged from the consideration of House 
bill No. 119, to establish a port of delivery at the city of 
La Fayette, in the State of Louisiana. 

Mr. LABRANCHE, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported a bill (No. 378) to authorize 
the removal of the custom-house from Burlington 
to Shieldsborough, on the bay of St. Louis; which 
was read a first and second time, and committed 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. REID, of North Carolina, from the same 
committee, reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union be discharged from the further consideration 
of House bill No. 17, to establish a collection district at 
Chicago. 

Mr. HAMLIN moved the following amend- 
ment; which was agreed to: 

Also, from the bill of this House No. 5, to establish a port 
of entry at Bangor, in the State of Maine. 

Mr. REID, of North Carolina, from the same 
committee, reported a resolution (No. 31) author- 
izing the Solicitor of the Treasury to execute a 
quit-claim deed of lot No. 7, in Sandusky City, 
in the State of Ohio, accompanied with a report 
in writing; which was read three several times, 
and passed. 

Mr. PHGENIX, from the same committee, 
made a report upon the petition of Harvey & 
Stagg, accompanied by.a bill (No. 379) for their 
relief; 
and referred to a Committee of the Whole House 
to-morrow. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, from the Committee | 


on Public Lands, to whom was referred the bill 
from the Senate entitled an act for the relief of 
Joseph Campau, reported the same withoutamend- 
ment; which was ordered to be committed toa 
Committee of the Whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. D., from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill from the Senate (No. 72) en- 
titled ‘‘An act to authorize the school trustees or 
ject. of common schools in surveyed township 
orty-eight north, of range eighteen west, in the 
county of Cooper, and State of Wisconsin, to enter 
a section of land in lieu of section sixteen in said 
township, for the use of schools,” reported the 
same without amendment; which was ordered to 
be committed to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Public Lands, to-which 
was referred the bill from the Senate entitled an act for the 


relief of Henry Newman, be d from the consider- 
ation of the same ; and that it be referred to the Committee 
on Private Land Claims. 


Mr. PHCENILX, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a joint resolution authorizing the 
Corporation of Baltimore to use a building of the 
United States, at Lazaretto Point; which was 
passed. 

Mr. DOUGLAS, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill extending the jurisdic- 
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tion of the district courts to certain cases upon 
the lakes and navigable waters leading into or con- 
necting them; which was read twice, and com- 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. SAUNDERS, from the same committee, 
reported a bill to amend and explain the twelfth 
section of an act entited ‘‘ An act for the la- 
tion of seamen on board the public and private 
vessels of the United States;’’ and a bill to fix and 
regulate the fees and cost to be allowed the clerks, 
marshals, and attorneys of the circuit and district 
courts of the United States, and for other pur- 
poses; which bills were severally read a first and 
second time, and committed to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. S. also, from the same committee, made an 
adverse report upon the petition of Pierson Cogs- 
well; which was laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. SAUNDERS, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be dis- 
charged trom the consideration of the petition of John W. 
Custer, and that it be laid upon the table. 


Mr. KING, of Massachusetts, from the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims, made a report 
upon the petition of the representatives of Major 
General  oamaea DeKalb, deceased, accompanied 
by a bill for their relief; which was read twice, 
and committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House. 

Mr. PARMENTER, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Wednesday, the 29th, and Thursday, the 
30th, of May instant, be assigned for the consideration of 
bills reported by the Committee on Naval Affairs, provided 
so much time be necessary. 

Mr. P., from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill from the Senate entitled “An 
act for the relief of Charles W. Morgan,” re- 
ported the same without amendment; which was 
committed to a Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. P., from the same committee, made a re- 
port upon the petition of Jacob Boston, accom- 
panied bya bill for his relief; which bill was read 
twice, and committed to a Committee of the 
Whole House. 

Mr. MARSH, from the same committee, made 
a report upon the petition of James A. Stevens, 





which was read a first and second time, || 


accompanied by a bill directing the employment 
of James A. Stevens to perform certain experi- 
ments therein mentioned; which was read twice, 
and committed to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HARALSON, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, reported a bill.making appro- 
priations for the commencement of certain forti- 
fications; which was read twice, and committed 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 
| Mr. FISH, from the same committee, reported 
| abill forthe relief of Mrs. W. Thompson; which 
| was read a first and second time, and committed 
to a Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. HARPER, from the Committee on Pat- 
| ents, made adverse reports upon the petition of 


| Isaiah Bursen, and upon the petition of William 


| 


other lawful authorities having charge of the sub- | 


Morrison, George Tomb, and James Wilson; 
which reports were laid upon the table. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, from the Committee 
of Ways and Means, made an adverse report 
upon the petition of John Ward and Co.; which 
was laid upon the table. ‘ 

Mr. |., from the same Committee, reported a bill 
to provide for the payment of the evidences of 
public debt in certain cases, accompanied by a 
report in writing; which bill was read a firstand 
second time, and committed to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of thé Union. 

Mr. RELFE, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported a bill to adapt 
the rates of postage to the national coin, and to 
abridge the franking privilege; which was 
a first and second time, and committed to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state. of the 
Union. 

Mr. DANA, from the same committee, made a 
minority report on the same subject. 

Mr. STRONG meee —— ooapee wer ipet 
tional copies of the bill and report inted. 

Mr. DANA moved to amend the sstion 80 as 
to print five thousand extra copies of the bill, and 
also of the majority and minority reports. 

The SPEA said the motion to print extra 
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jes was not then in order, one day’s previous 
a0tice being necessary. 

Mr. DANA moved to suspend the rules; and 
the motion being agreed to, renewed his motion 
to print five thousand extra copies of the bill and | 
of the two reports. | 


shire would be carrying the pension system fur- 
ther than it had vet ios ceeriatt before. All 
the pension laws have hitherto been limited to 
those officers and soldiers who have served as 
much as six months, and none of such laws ever 
| gave pensions to those who had served for a 
shorter period. As he understood the amend- 
ment, it would provide pensions for the widows 








Mr. M. BROWN called forthe yeas and nays, 
but there not being one fifth of the members pres- 
ent to sustain the call, the yeas and nays were || of all revolutionary soldiers, no matter how short 
not ordered. || the period their hasbands may have served. 

Mr. HOUSTON moved to amend the motion } r. SAMPLE was opposed to the amendment. 
to print, so as to provide for the printing of the || It proposed to give pensions to widows who have 
reports without the bills. married at any time previous to 1844; and would 

he amendment was rejected. therefore take in young gifls who married old, 

The question was then" put on Mr, Dana’s || decrepitmen. He held it wrong in principle for 
motion, and decided in the affirmative, without a || young women to marry old, decrepit men, and 
division. || worse for Congress to reward them for doing so. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, from the Committee | Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York, said that, on 
of Ways and Means, made an adverse report on || reading the amendment of the gentleman from 
the memorial of John Forbes & Co.; which was || New Hampshire, he found that it was not liable 
laid on the table. | to the objections he had stated; and he therefore 

PENSIONS TO WIDOWS. || hoped it would pass. 


= n putting the question, the amendment was 
Mr. a R, INGERSOLL moved A suspension agreed to—avyes 58, noes 56, 


of the rules, to enable him to bring ina bill to Mr. THOMPSON moved to amend the bill, by 
’ 





alter and amend the pension laws of the United || striking out the words “4th of March, 1844, 

States 80 as to dispense with certain proof of the || and inserting: ** shall commence from the filing 

marriage of the widow of a revolutionary officer || of the application for the pension.” 

or soldier, ba Hi 1 | After a few words from Mr. HUDSON, the 
The question being put, was decided in the | amendment of Mr. THompson was rejected. 


affirmative; and Mr, J. R. Incersout having in- Mr. SAMPLE submitted a substitute for the 
troduced the bill, 


; || third section; which was negatived. 
., Mr. C. JOHNSON moved to refer it to the || Mr. HAMLIN proposed an additional section; 
Commiitee on Pensions. || which was agreed to. 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York, movedtorefer | Other sections were added, on the motions of 
it to the Committee of the Whole on the state of || Mr. HUNGERFORD, Mr. COLLAMER, and 
ihe Union, in order to have it considered in con- Mr. FISH, the precise purport of which was not 
anction with another bill (No. 7) on the same understood. 
subject. : | Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, proposed an addi- 

his motion having been agreed to, 


‘ || tional section t tend th isl the bill 
On motion of Mr. SEYMOUR,.of New York, pers soldiers of Gur Pediat ware oo 
the House resolved itself into the Committee of | 


Mr. OUR, , 
ihe Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Wurre | uae OES sama eke eee ee 


® the chair. || Mr. WELLER advocated the amendment. 
Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York, moved that || Theamendment-was further debated by Messrs. 
she committee take up the bill (No. 7) to amend || CALDWELL, HAMLIN, SIMONS, and DAR- 


che act granting half pay to certain widows, and 
he several acts and resolutions amendatory there- 
ef, and extending the provisions of the same. tee rose, and reported that they had passed cer- 


_ The CHAIRMAN said that the business first |} tin amendments, but had come to no conclusion 
in order before the committee was the bill in relas || thereon. 
tion to the Louisiana land claims, and it would be || The Honse then adjourned 
necessary to postpone that bill before another | : 
could be taken up. 
Mr. SLIDELL assented to the laying aside the 
land bill, provided it would not be prevented from | 
coming up hext in order. 
Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York, then moved to 
postpone the business in order before the com- | 
mittee. || Edes and others, praying that a pension & granted to Seth 
The motion having been carried, the committee || Morton, of Oneida county, New York ; which was referred 


; || to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
took - the bill (No. 7) to amend the act grant- || By Mr. FARLEE:+ The petition of Michael Shurts and 
ing half pay to certain widows, and the several | there, citizens of the county of Hunterdon, in the State of 


acts and resolutions amendatory of the same. New Jersey, for a post road from Flemington, via Roland’s 

The bill having been read, Mills and Allerton, to Clinton, all in said county; which 

Mr. PARMENTER moved to emundcacenes | sere to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
give the bill a wider range, by extending its pro- | 
visions to all widows married subsequent to 1794, | 
instead of 1807. 

Mr. ADAMS moved, in addition to that amend- | 
ment, to strike out the limit of five years, and con- | 
fer the pension for life. 

The amendment was debated by Messrs. PAR- 
MENTER, ADAMS, SEYMOUR of New York, 
ELMER, RATHBUN, HAMLIN, VANCE, 
CALDWELL, and RODNEY. 

The question was taken on Mr. Apams’s amend- 
ment; and it was adopted. 

Mr. FISH offered an amendment providing 
that if any person who served in the revolution- 
ary war, in the manner specified in the acts of 
June 30, 1832, and July 7, 1838, has died, or shall | 
hereafter die, leaving a widow, such widow shall | 
receive, during her natural life, the pension to 
which her husband was entitled when living. 

Mr. HALE offered to amend the amendment 
by inserting, after the word “ widow,”’ the words 
**of a revolutionary officer and soldier,’’ and 
striking out the onele ** who shall have been mar- 
ried previous to the Ist of January, 1800.” 

Mr. FISH withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York, th 
amendment of the gentleman from New 


RAGH. 
On motion of Mr. DICKINSON, the commit- 











The following petitions, presented to-day, were handed 
to the reporters by the members presenting them : 

By Mr. SCHENCK: The petition of Major Beall and 
other officers of the United States Army, and of forty-five 
citizens, for the establishment of a post route from Fort 
Towson to Fort Washita, Choctaw nation. 

By Mr. CARY, of New York: The petition of Truman 





IN SENATE. 
Sarourpar, May 25, 1844. 

Mr. BAYARD presented a memorial from some 
twenty or thirty inhabitants of Delaware, praying 
that the treaty for the annexation of Texas may 
be ratified; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented two memorials, 
numerously signed—one from Lancaster, Penn- 
sylvania, and the othér from Columbia county— 
strongly urging the reannexation of Texas to the 
United States; and a memorial from that State, 
asking Congress to reduce the rates of postage, 
and to abolish the franking privilege; which were 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. FULTON presented a petition from Jane 
Moore, the widow of Captain Stephen Moore, who 
served his country in the late war; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


SURVEY OF STRAITS. 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
oy oneess yesterday, was taken up and adopt- 
ed: 








Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to re- 


t the port to the Senate what has been made in the sur- 


amp- 


STEAMSHIP MICHIGAN. 


The Senate then took up for consideration the 
resolution submitted by Mr. Breese yesterday 
as follows: ; 

Resolved, That the President be requested, if not det;;. 
mental to the public service, to order the United States 
steamship Michigan, now at Erie, Pennsylvania, whe, 
aay fame a an arg 
Unicago, in the Btate of Ilinols. roe 

Messrs. HUNTINGTON and BAYARD made 
some remarks against the propriety of the ado 
tion of the resolution; maintaining that it would be 
an unusual interference with the prerogatives of 
the President to direct him in this particular; 
that it would form an improper precedent. The 
| had no doubt that, if the Senator who proposed 
the resolution would personally indicate his wish 
to the proper Department, the object of his reso. 
lution would be carried into effect. But it was 
certainly, in effect, a resolution to instruct the 
President in his duty. 

Messrs. BREESE, WOODBRIDGE, Woop. 
BURY, and PORTER, advocated the passage of 
the resolution, which they maintained was one 
merely to advise the Executive of the wishes of 
the Senate, but not to direct him in his duties; 
that it left the matter to his discretion entirely; 
and that no bad precedent could grow out of it. 
It was very desirable that the inhabitants residin 
in the cities on the lakes, where a public oa 
vessel had never been, should have an opportu- 
nity of seeing one. 

n motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, the reso- 
lution was laid upon the table. 


RIGHT OF TAXATION. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill declaring the assent of Congress to the State 
of Illinois, to impose a tax upon all lands here- 
after sold by the United States in that State, from 
and after the time of such sale. 

The bill was read the third time. 

Mr. WHITE made some remarks against its 

| passage. He considered that it would not onl 
. injurious to the interests of the State of Illi- 
nois, but that it would tend to check emigration 
to the West. He was satisfied that the exemp- 
tion of the lands ‘sold by the Government from 
taxation for five years from the day of sale, was 

a t inducement for settlement in the West. 
r. BREESE remarked that it was the State 
of Illinois which asked the exemption. If the 
bill was passed, the State could exempt the lands 
from taxation, or not, as it might affect her inter- 
est. If she believed that taxing the lands, from 
and after the sale, would check emigation, she 


need not carry the law into effect. He was sat- 
isfied that it would not check emigration. If he 
thought it would do so, he should be the last one 


to press such a measure. The memorial of the 
bay +e te for the , Ee ne} 
aw; and he ho er prayer wou regarded. 
The question was then taken on the bill; and it 
was passed. 
HUTCHINSON AND RITCHIE. 


The bill for the relief of James Pemberton 
Hutchinson, late consul of the United States at 
Lisbon, and the bill for the relief of James Ritchie, 
were read the third time, and passed. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 
Several bills from the House were read twice, 
and appropriately referred, 
WILLIAM WYNN. 


The bill entitled “* An act for the relief of Wil- 
liam Wynn,” approved August 11, 1842, was 
taken up; and being amended in several particu- 


lars, . 
On motion of Mr. SEVIER, it was ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading. 


ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 
On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Senate took 


vey of the straits connecting Lakes Huron and Erie; that || up for consideration the resolution passed by the 
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en 
genate, fi ing the 27th day of May for the ad- 
jpurmment of Congress sine die, whieh had _ been 
yrned from the House with an amendment 
substituting the 17th day of June. 
The question immediately pending was on the 
potion of Mr. Evans, ans the 3d day of June. 
Mr. EVANS remarked that, in consequence of 
the condition of the public business, he would 
yithdraw the amendment proposed by himself; 
as to have the question taken on eae in 
the amendment of the House, fixing the 17th of 


ne. 
we. SEVIER expressed a wish that the Sena- 
tor would permit the resolution to lie on the table 
ii] the last of next week, when the Senate would 
be better enabled to judge of the propriety of the 

position. He doubted very much whether 
the business codld be disposed of by the 17th of 
June. He thought it would be premature action 
if the resolution was passed upon to-day. 

Mr. EVANS remarked that the resolution had 
jaid over already a much greater length of time 
than should have been permitted. The Senate 
was as full this morning as it would be for some 
time to come. If the day was fixed now, the 
public business would be dispatched by the time 

roposed; if not, there was no telling when it 
would be disposed of. The fixing of aday always 
has the effect to hasten action upon the public busi- 


ness. 

Mr. SEVIER moved that the reSolution be 
postponed till Friday next. 

Mr. BATES demanded the yeas and nays; 
which being ordered and taken, resulted—yeas 
24, nays 21; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Atchison, Bagby, Ben- 
ton, Berrien, Breese, Buchanan, Clayton, Colquitt, Fulton, 
Huger, Jarnagin, Lewis, Mangum, panera, Semple 


Sevier, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, ‘'appan, Woodbridge, an 
Woodbury—24. 


NAYS — Messrs. Atherton, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Choate, Dayton, Evans, Fairfield, Foster, Francis, Han- 
negan, Henderson, Huntington, Johnson, Miller, More- 
head, Pearce, Porter, Rives, White, and Wright—21. 

So the resolution was postponed till Friday 
next. 


HEIRS OF ROBERT M HARDY. 


On motion of Mr. BAGBY, the Committee on 
Territories was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the memorial of the heirs of Robert 
McHardy, praying the payment of certain awards 
for losses sustained by the incursions of patriots 
in Florida; and it was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. . 

THE TARIFF. 


On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Senate re- 
sumed the consideration of the resolution of the 
Committee on Finance, for the indefinite post- 
ponement of the bill, introduced by Mr. McDur- 
riz, to reduce the rate of duties under the present 
tariff, to the standard of the compromise act. 

Mr. EVANS remarked that the subject had 
been discussed to an extent almost to exhaust it; 
and he wished to be understood that it was ex- 
pected to have it disposed of finally before the 
adjournment to-day. 

r. ATHERTON being entitled to the floor 
from the day the subject was last before the Sen- 
ate, rose and spoke for two hours in opposition 
to the restrictive policy of the act of 1842, which 
the bill introduced by the’ Senator from South 
Carolina proposed to modify so as to reduce it to 
the standard of the compromise act. He first 
adverted to the disadvantaggs which he felt he 
should have to contend a in any endeavor 
to attract the attention of the Senate on a topic 
ct) long posting and so often interrupted by mat- 
ters of fresher interest. He felt, however, that 
although there was little prospect of any action 
being taken on the subject this session, this ques- 
tion of taxation was one of such importance, in 
a national point of view, that he would stand ex- 
cused fur occupying the brief time required for 
the delivery of his views on the subject. Other 
topics more exciting for the moment, and not so 
worn out in argument, might awaken a tempo- 
rary interest; but none could be more important, 
because it involved a vital principle of the insti- 
tutions of the country—the power of taxation. 

he protective policy was an abuse of that taxing 
power, by which it was perverted for the pur- 
pose of making the rich richer, and the poor 
Poorer; and it was to this perversion he should 
direct his remarks. 


Mr. A. here entered into a historical review of 
the tariff policy of the Government, from the year 
1789 to the year 1816, when it was superseded by | 
the protective policy; and he then sketched the 
restrictive system under the operation of the acts 
of 1816, 1824, and 1828, describing the circum- 
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stances which led to the compromise act, its ef- | 


fects, and the false issues which brought about 
the act of 1842. In this review he showed. that 
every advocate of a return to high duties in 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, May 25, 1844. : 
Mr. WELLER took the chair as Speaker. pro 





tempore as soon as the Journal had been read, and 
announced the business first in order to be. the 
motion to print the report from the Committee of 
Elections in relation to the contested seat of Hon. 
J. W. Jones. 


On the suggestion of Mr. NEWTON, this 


1841-42, repudiated the idea that there was any || S¥bject was further postponed to Wednesday 


intention of violating the principles of the com- 


promise act, or of resuscitating the protecting 

olicy of 1828. He read various extracts from 
eading Whig speeches in both Houses, during 
the session of 1841-42, to prove that the pledges 
given against returning to the protective system 
were of the strongest kind, and altogether at va- 
riance with the Whig speeches made this session 
in defense of, and advocating openly and avow- 
edly, the protective policy for the sake of pro- 


of the extra session of 1841, and the first six 
months of the succeeding session, all the prom- 
ises of the party in power, in relation to the im- 
panenie of the condition of the country, were 

ased upon the project of a national bank. That 
was to be the great, the only panacea to be relied 
on for the restoration of public credit, general 
confidence, the revival of business and national 
romeeeny It was then said by Mr. Clay, Mr. 

illmore, and other leaders of the party, that, 
without that aes the currency never could 


be sound, exchangés never would be equalized, 


confidence restored, or public credit and national | 
Nobody then said these | 
consequences were to flow from a return to the | 
protective system and a restorative tariff. They | 
were to be the fruits of a revival of the United || 
States bank. But, during the present debate, it || 


prosperity resuscitated. 


had been found that, without a national bank, the 
credit of the Government had been restored, the 


| currency had become sound, exchanges had be- 


come easy and equalized, business had revived, 
and the national prosperity was progressive; and 
all at once the consequences are attributed to the 
tariff act of 1842, and the return to the protective 
policy. The‘palpable inconsistency of attempt- 
ing to reconcile predictions with events, by cred- 
iting promises of effects from abortive causes to 
other causes, not taken into account at the time 
of prediction, was perfectly manifest. Not even 
after the act of 1842 had gone into operation were 
these effects expected to result from it; for, in the 
session of 1842-43, the reports of the Committee 
of Waysand Means, the reports of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, and various Whig speeches in 
both Houses, showed that no reliance was placed 
on the tariff act in comparison with the advant- 
ages expected to flow from the creation of some 
bank or exchequer similar to a national bank. 
But for the recommendation of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, addressed to the Committee of 


Waysand Means,to allow the Government stock | 


to be sold in the market for whatever it would 
bring, the public credit would have revived before 
the existence of the tariff act of 1842; and if there 
was any such effect derivable from that act, it 
was to be attributed to the certainty which it 
gave that the clause in the distribution act, sus- 
pending the distribution of the proceeds of the 
sales of the public lands, became operative in 
consequence of duties exceeding twenty per cent. 
being established. This restored to the Treas- 
ury that pledge upon which the public creditor 
rested more implicitly thari upon any restrictions 
of commerce, destructive of revenue. The pros- 
perity of the country had been in spite of the re- 
strictive act of 1842, and not in consequence of 
jit; and to attribute to it effects which, both be- 
fore and after its adoption, were predicated upon 
national bank schemes which fell abortive to the 
ground, was a manifest absurdity. 

Mr. A., in the course of his remarks, exhib- 
ited numerous and glaring inconsistencies exhib- 
ited by the present doctrines of the friends of 

rotection, conirasted with the tenets they held 
in 1840, 1841, 1842. 

Mr. RIVES next obtained the floor, and ex- 
pressed a desire to address the Senate on the 
subject; but the usual hour of adjournment having 
arrived, on his motion, 

_ The Senate adjourned. 
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tection alone. 
Mr. A. next showed that, throughout the whole 
1 
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next. 


ADJUSTMENT OF LAND CLAIMS. 
Mr. SLIDELL submitted a resolution to term- 


inate all debate in the Committee of the Whole at 
four o’clock on Thursday next on the bill to pro- 
vide for the adjustment of land claims within the 
States of Missouri, Arkansas, and Louisiana, 
and the Territory of lowa, and in those parts of 


the States of Mississippi and Alabama south of 


the thirty-first degree of north latitude, between 
the Mississi 


»i and Perdido rivers. 

Mr. C.JOHNSON hoped the resolution would 
be agreed to, with the understanding that the bill 
would be taken up on Thursday morning. 

The resolution was adopted. 


APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE DISTRICT. 


Mr. PRATT, from the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds, to whom were referred 
the report from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
made on the 9th of July, 1840, in relation to all 
moneys appropriated to be expended in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia by acts of Congress since the 
location of the seat of Government within the Dis- 
trict, made a report thereon; which was laid upon 
the table. 

MONUMENT SQUARE. 


Mr. PRATT reported a joint resolution to fence 
and lay out monument square, Washington city; 
which was read twice, and committed to the Com- 
mittee of the Whol on the state of the Union. 


INVENTORY OF PUBLIC PROPERTY. 


Mr. PRATT offered the following resolution; 
which was adopted: 

Resolved, That ali the officers or other persons having 
charge of the public property shall cause a correct. inven- 
tory of the same to be made on the Ist day of July, in each 
and every year, and report the same to the Secretaries of 
the proper Departments; who are hereby directed to cause 
a synopsis, or general amount, to be reported to Congress 
on or before the Ist day of January thereafter. 


STATUE OF WASHINGTON. 


Mr. PRATT submitted the following: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United Slates of America in Congress >» That 
the Commissioner of Public Buildings be, and he is Coy 
authorized to remove and make sale of the 
which the statue of Washington has been placed ; and 
with the money arising from the sale of said building, he 
cause the statue to be inclosed with a suitable railing. 

Mr. HALE moved to strike out all that: part 
that proposed to rail the statue round. 

Mr. BOWEN moved to lay the resolution on 
the table; which was negatived. 

Mr. HOLMES said he had no objection to the 
house in which the statue was inclosed being 
removed; but he thought the present, site an in- 
appropriate one for the statue itself. Hesuggested 
that it should be placed where the naval monu- 
ment now stood, at the west front of the Capitol, 
and that that monument should be returned to the 
navy-yard. . He said he had received a letter from 
the artist, now at Florence, in which he assented 
to the change of position of the statue, but he 
desired that it should be preserved from the action 
of the elements. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL commented on the 
many removals of the statue, and the ¢ 
which that locomotion had occasioned, an then 
said, the gentleman from South Carolina now 

roposes, without consulting the artist or his 
fiends, to denude the statue, and to remove it to 
a new position, to the displacement of another 
statue, which had been standing for the last half 
century, placing it upon ausurped pedestal. He 
hoped the House would not accede to the propo- 
sition, unless they were prepared to establish a 
running locomotive to convey that ponderous mass 
of immobility constantly from place to place. 

Mr. HALE said his reason for submitting the 
amendment was this: he believed, as a work of 
art, it was bad—bad in design and bad in execu- 
tion; and he was opposed to any further expend- 
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ture being made in reference to it. He was for 

removing the covering that the elements might 
wear itout. Hethought it was discreditable both 
to the artist and the nation. The optics of the 
ntleman from South Carolina must be sha 
indeed, if he could discover a place in the habita- 
ble globe where, being placed, it would excite the 
admiration of anybody. He was for getting rid 
of it. And if, according to the idea of the gen- 
ileman from Pennsylvania, it could be made loco- 
motive, he thought it ought not to cease moving 
until it got beyond the furthest boundary of the 
Republic. 

r. WINTHROP defended the statue. He 
was surprised at the remarks of the gentleman 
from New Hampshire. The gentleman seemed 
to set hie face against everything connected with 
the Father of his Country. A very few weeks 
ago, when there was a scene of no little interest 
in this House, occasioned by the presentation of 
the camp cheat of General Woche. the gen- 
tleman’s voice, on the question of reception, was 
heard in the negative. He would be sorry to 
question the gentieman’s taste on the subject con- 
nected with granite, as he comes from the granite 
State; but he must be allowed to question his 
taste on the subject of marble statues. 

The gentleman must have forgotten the numer- 
ous tesumonies which had been rendered to the 
excellence of the statue and the genius of the 
artist. He could himself have wished that the 
design of the artist had been of a nature to attract 
the popular regard rather more that it was calcu- 
ated to do; but he could not listen quietly to the 
anqualified condemnation of the work of the first 
American sculptor. Whatever differences of opin- 
on there might be as to the merits of the design, 
ae could not believe that any gentleman would 
vote for destroying the work. e thought the 
matter ought to be referred to a committee; and 
with this view, he would move that the resola- 
tion now offered be referred to a4 commiitee of 
ive members, with instructions to report a plan 
for the permanent location of the statue. 

Mr. PRATT remarked that the object of the 
tommiitee was, that for the present the statue be 
*xposed again to public view; and in afew weeks 
4 might be determined what further disposition 
should be made of it. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL inquired if there was 
anything in the pending proceedings respecting 
the group of statuary lately erected. 

r. PRATT. Nothing whatever. 
distinct and separate matters. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL observed that he was 
informed an Indian was in attendance for the pur- 
pose of remonsirating, declaring that there never 
was an Indian girl dressed in that way. [Laugh- 
ter. 

he question was put on the adoption of the 
resolution; and—by ayes eighty-two, noes not 
counted—it was agreed to. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Win- 
THROP’s motion to refer the resolution to a com- 
mittee of five, with instructions to report a plan 
for the permanent location of the statue, and de- 
cided in the affirmative. 

WESTERN STEAM NAVIGATION. 
_Mr. TIBBATTS moved the following tesolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That all debate on House bill No. 71, for reg- 
ulating the navigation of steamboats on the western rivers, 
in the mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
shall cease on Monday, the 3d day of June next, at three 
o’cleck, and the committee then proceed to vote on the 
pending amendments, and such as may be offered, and re- 
port the same to the House. 

The SPEAKER ruled that the resolution was 
not in erder, as the billhad never been debated 
in committee. 

Mr. TIBBATTS then moved a suspension of 
the rules, that the House might resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union on that bill. 

The motion was negatived. 


THE MORMONS. 

Mr. WENTWORTH asked permission. to 
present a memorial fiom General Ga Smith, 
the head of the Mormons, and requested that it 
might be read by the Clerk for the information of 
the House. 

The Clerk commenced the reading of the me- 
morial. 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL objected to any fur- 
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ther reading of the paper. He had objected to the 
ion at first, and still objected. 

r. WELLER observed that if memorials of 
this kind were to be read, he was intrusted with 
the presentation of one of a peculiar character, 
—_ certain citizens of Frederick county, Mary- 
land. 

Mr. WENTWORTH said he would move a 
suspension of the rules, to enable him to have the 
paper read; and he wished to inquire of the Chair 
whether it would be in order for him to assign his 
reasons for making such a motion. 

Mr. DUNCAN observed ifthe gentleman would 
yield him the floor, he would move to suspend 
the rules, to go into the Committee of the Whole 
on the Oregon bill. 

Mr. WENTWORTH said that, as he had the 
floor, he would make the motion. Mr. W. then 
moved that the rules be suspended, for the pur- 


| pose of going into the Committee of the Whole on 


the Oregon bill. 

The SPEAKER said that the question would 
be put on suspending the rules to go into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole. If that motion prevailed, 
the gentleman could move to take up any bill he 
pleased. 

Mr. VANCE called for the yeas and nays on 
the question; which were ordered. 

Mr. McKAY inquired, if the House should 
refuse to go into the Committee of the Whole, if it 
could, by postponement of the previous orders, 
take up the naval appropriation bill, which had 
been reported from the Committee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER said that a motion to that effect 
would require a vote of two thirds. 

The question was = on suspending the rules, 
and rejected—yeas 79, nays 86, as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Anderson, Arrington, Bayly, Belser, 
Benton, Bidlack, James A. Black, Blackwell, Bower, Bow- 
lin, Boyd, Brinkerhoff, Burke, Burt, Caldwell, Jeremiah 
E. Cary, Catlin, Reuben Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman, 
Coles, Culiom, Darragh, -Dillingham, Douglas, Duncan, 
Dunlap, Ellis, Ficklin, Foster, French, Byram Green, Hale, 
Hamlin, Hammett, Hardin, Henley, Herrick, Hoge, Hous- 
ton, Hubard, Jameson, Andrew Johnson, George W. 
Jones, Andrew Kennedy, Labranche, Lucas, Lumpkin, 
Maclay, Mathews, McCausien, McCiernand, McDowell, 
Joseph Morris, Murphy, Norris, Owen, Payne, Emery D. 
Potter, Purdy, Rathbun, Reline, Relfe, Ritter, Roberts, 
Russell, Saunders, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Steenrod, 
Stetson, Stiles, Stone, Strong, Taylor, Tibbatts, ‘Tucker, 
Weller, Wentworth, and Williams—79. 

NAYS—Mesers. Abbot, Adams, Baker, Barringer, Bar- 
nard, Brengle, Brodhead, Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, 
Bi Campbell, Carroll, Chappell, Clingman, Cobb, 
Cranston, Dana, Daniel, Dellet, Dickey, Dickinson, Far- 
lee, Fish, Florence, Foot, Giddings, Goggin, Willis Green, 
Grinnell, Hays, Hubbell, Hudson, Hungerford, Washington 
Hunt, James B. Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Perley B. 
Johnson, John P. Kennedy, Daniel P. King, mirepatriek, 
Lyon, Marsh, Mefivaine, eats Edward J. Morris, 

oree, Nes, Newton, Parmenter, Patterson, P » Phe- 
nix, Pollock, Preston, Ramsey, Charles M. eed, David 8. 
Reid, Rockwell, Rodney, , Sample, Schenck, Sen- 
ter, Beverance, Thomas H. Seymour, David L. Seymour, 
Simons, Albert Smith, John T. Smith, Caleb B. Smith, 
Stephens, Andrew Stewart, John Stewart, . 
Thomasson, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Vanmeter, Vinton, 
Wethered, White, Winthrop, William Wright, and Joseph 
A. Wright—86. 

CLOSE OF DEBATE. 


Mr. JAMESON offered a resolution providing 
that all debate in the Committee of the Whole on 
the bill providing payment for horses lost by the 
Missouri volunteers in the Florida war, in one 
hour after the House should go into the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the same. 

Mr. McK AY objected thatthe resolution wasnot 
in order, as the bill had never been considered in 
committee. He moved to postpone the previous 
=. so as to take up the naval appropriation 

ill. 

Mr. JAMESON said that the bill had been con- 
sidered in the Committee of the Whole, and had 
been discussed by a half dozen gentlemen; and it 
was only jaid aside at the request of the chairman 
of the Committee on Military Affairs, to obtain 
some information from the War Department. 

The SPEAKER said that the gentleman from 
Missouri was correct in his statement of facts; and 
the resolution was in order. 

The question was then put; and the resolution 
was agreed to. 


PENSIONS TO WIDOWS. 


Mr. SEYMOUR moved to suspend the rules 
to go into the Committee of the Whole; and.said 
that, if the motion prevailed, he should move to 
take up the bill in relation to the pensions of the 
widéws of revolutionary soldiers, 
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the House would set aside private bills altogethe, 
he would call for the yeas and nays. . 
A sufficient number not rising, the yeas ang 
nays were not 
he questi 
and it was 








was put on suspending the rules, 


PRIVATE CALENDAR. 


Mr. VANCE then moved that the House rp. 
solve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the Private Calendar; which motion being agreed 
to, 

Mr. V. moved that by general consent, the 
committee proceed with fuab bills as would not 
give rise to debate; which was agreéd to. 

Various bills were taken up, but as they were 
objected to, they were not acted tLpon. 

The following were read, and laid aside to be 
reported to the House: 

A bill for the relief of F.P. Ambler, C, P. Am. 
ee and Elizabeth Pearce, heirs of Elizabeth 

owe; 

‘ A bill for the relief of General William Eaton’s 
eirs; 

A bill for the relief of Susannah, widow of 
William Scott; 

A bill for the relief of the owner and crew of 
the schooner Mary Francis; ° 

A bill for the relief of the owners and crew of 
the schooner Garnett; 

A bill for the relief of the owner and crew of 
the schooner Forilla; 

A bill for the relief of Langtry and Jenkins; 

A bill for the relief of William R. Joyne; 

A bill for the relief of D. Akison; 

A bill for the relief of Francis Summeraner; 

A bill for the relief of A. D. W. Bodly; 

A bill for the relief of E. Kiddon; 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin Murphy; 

A bill for the relief of Harvey Parke; 

A bill for the relief of J. P. Converse; 

A bill for the relief of C. P. Sengstack; 

A bill for the relief of David Allspach; 

A bill for the relief of George Singley; 

A bill for the relief of George Wentling; 

A bill for the relief of Uriah Loomis; 

A bill for the relief of Amaziah Goodwin; 

A bill for the relief of the widow of George 
Marsden; 

A bill for the relief of John Edmonson; 

A bill for the relief of Mary A. Linton; 

A bill for the relief of Peter Wilson; 

A bill for the relief of Maria Ostrander; 

A bill for the relief of Mary B. Perry, et al.; 

A bill for the relief of Ferguson and Reid; 

A bill for the relief of Henry De Peyster; 

A bill for the relief of Daniel G. Skinner; 

A bill from the Senate to inco the George- 
town College, in the District of Columbia; _ 

A bill to confirm the claim of Antonio Cherino 
to a tract of land in Louisiana; 

A bill for the relief of W. P. Duvall; 
A bill for the relief of Richard Snead; 

A bill for the relief of Francis Cazeau, of Mon- 
treal; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of P. Thornton; 
A bill for the relief of W.J. Baker; 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Moore; 

A bill for the relief of J. A. Bryan; 

A bill for the relief.of Patrick Masterson; 

A bill for the relief of Sherman Pierce; 

A bill for the relief of Drusilla Giesey; 

A bill for the ee Lund Washington; 

A bill for the of the owners and crew of 
the schooner Privado; 

A bill for the relief of the owner and crew of 
the schooner Two Brothers; 

A bill for the relief of John H. Russell, et al.; 

A bill for the relief of the owners and crew of 
the schooner Dove; 

A bill for the relief of Francis Yost and J. P. 


Rogers: 
bill for the relief of Harvey Heth; 
A bill for the relief of P. B, Holmes, and W. 
Pedrick; 

A bill for the relief of Alice Usher; 

> ot fee the pai of John mnrereds 

r of Henry Newingham; 

A bill for the relief of Isaac Bartler; 

A bill for the relief of John Perham; 

A bill for the benefit of P. Schwartatraber; 
an for the benefit of the heirs of 

rT 
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A bill for the benefit of Barnabas Baker and 
owners of the schooner Union; , 
MAbillfor the relief of Solomon Sturges, assignee 


A bill for the relief of Isaac 8. Ketchum; 

A bill for the relief of Isaae S. Ketchum, late 
pecial Indian agent; 

A bill for the relief of Henry S. Comwager; 

ill for the relief of Asenath Orvis, widow of 

, Orvis; 
a bill for the relief of Jonathan Bean; 

A bill for the relief of Robert Munroe; 

A bill for the relief of Asa Davis; 

A bill for the relief of Daniel W. Church; 

A bill for the relief of Manlius V. Thompson, 
gle executor of Miles W. cers 

A bill for the relief of William McPherson; 

A bill for the relief of Josiah Dillon; 

A bill for the relief of John Sands; 

A bill for the relief of Ann Hunter, widow of 
Robert Hunter; 

A bill for the relief of Nancy Wilson, widow 
of Captain William Wilson; 

A bill for the relief of William McCauley; 

A bill for the relief of Mrs. M. M. Telfair; 

A bill for the relief of Frangois Chretien and 
widow Baptiste Berard; 

A bill for the relief of Susannah Warner; 

A bill for the relief of William R. Davis; 

A bill for the relief of F. A. Keir; 

A bill for the relief of Peters, Moore, & Co.; 

A bill for the relief of Margaret Dougherty; 

A bill for the relief of Amos Proctor; 

A bill for the relief of widow Hannah Duboise; 

A bill for the relief of George Harrison; 

A bill for the relief of Hiram Murch; 

A bill to test the utility of the submarine tele- 


scope; 

A bill for the relief of John Atchison; 

A bill for the relief of William Henson; 

A joint resolution for the relief of Saltmarsh & 
Fuller; 

Abill ~~ the relief of Captain Charles W. Mor- 

n; an 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin Murphy. 

Mr. ADAMS rose, and objected to Senate bill 
No. 58, for the relief of Henry DePeyster. 

The CHAIRMAN ruled the objection out of 
order, as the bill had been passed by in its order, 
and was laid aside, to be reported to the House. 

Mr. ADAMS appealed from the decision. 

The question being put on sustaining the de- 
cision, tellers were ordered, who reported eighty 
in the affirmative. 

Mr. ADAMS withdrew the appeal. 


On motion of Mr. STEWART, of Connecti- 
cut, the committee rese and reported the bills 
which had been agreed to. 


ADJOURNMENT OVER. 


Mr. WELLER moved that when the House 
adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Wednesday next, 
ateleven o’clock. 

Mr. REDING called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, 

Mr. RATHBUN moved a call of the House. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


The yeas and nays were taken on eing to 
Mr. Weter’s motion; and aaaevanaie 39, 
nays 74, 

he motion to adjourn was negatived. - 

Mr. SAMPLE moved that when the House 
adjourns, it adjourn to meet at. eleven o’clock on 
Tuesday next. 

Mr. REDING called for the yeas and nays; 
but they were not ordered. 

The question being taken on adjourning over 
'o Tuesday, the vote was—ayes 70, noes 32; no 
quorum voting. 

Tellers were called for and ordered; and the 
vote being taken, resulted—ayes 70, noes 35; no 
quorum voting. 

Mr. STEENROD said that several members 
had sat still without voting; there was a quorum 
in the House; and he called for another count. 

After some. conversatitn, te vote was taken 
over again, and resulted—ayes 67, noes 35. 
Bg McDOWELL moved that the House ad- 

urn. : ; 

Mr. HUNT rose to a question of order. He 
asked the Speaker if it was in order to move an 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


adjournment when the House was dividing, and 
before the result was declared ? 7 

The SPEAKER replied that a motion to ad- 
journ would not be in order while the House was 
dividing and before the result was declared. But 
in this case the question had been taken and the 
result was declared. A motion to adjourn was 
therefore in order. 

The question was then put on the motion to 
adjourn; and it was negatived. 

r, SAMPLE moved that when this House 
adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Tuesday next, at 
twelve o’clock. 

Mr. HAMMETT suggested Wednesday, at 
twelve o’clock. 
_ Mr. SAMPLE did not assent to the modifica- 
tion. 
The yeas and nays were called on Mr. Sam- 
PLE’s motion; and being taken, resulted—yeas 52, 


— 71. 
the motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. HAMMETT moved that when this House 
adjourns, it adjourn to meetagain at twelve o’clock 
on Wednesday; but as it did not meet with the 
approval of the House, he withdrew it. 

he House then adjourned. 





The following petitions, presented to-day, were handed 
to the reporters by the members presentipg them: 

By Mr. BLACK, of Pennsylvania: The petition of Jon- 
athan Shafer, of Washington county, Maryland, asking pay- 
ment for a lost final-settlement certificate issued toChristian 
Orendorff. 

By Mr. HARPER: The petition of John R. Reece and 
one hundred and eight others, citizens of Knox, Franklin, 
and Licking counties, Ohio; of L. O. Granger and thirty- 
five others, citizens of said counties ; of Cullis Runnels and 
thirty-two others, citizens of said counties; of Abraham 
Steeman and seventy-eight others, citizens of said counties; 
of E. Wheaton and fifty others, citizens of said counties ; 
praying a reduction of the rates of postage, and that the 
franking priv be abolished or restricted. 

By Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania: The petition of a 
number of citizens of Western Virginia, for an increased 
duty on foreign salt; which was referred to the Committee 
on Manufactures. 















IN SENATE. 
Mownpar, May 27, 1844. 


Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial from 
free colored citizens of the city and county of New 
York, in the State of New York, praying for the 
correction of certain errors in the last census, upon 
which the Secretary of State, in his letter to Mr. 
Packenham, had founded statements which the 
memorialists deny; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, eight memorials, from different sections 
of the State of New York, remonstrating against 
any change in the present tariff; which were laid 
on the table. 

Also, a memorial from certain citizens of the 
same State against the annexation of Texas to 
the United States; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. BARROW presented the memorial of 
Thomas L, Adams, praying for the discontinuance 
of spirit rations in the Navy of the United States; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr. PEARCE presented a memorial from the 
mayor of Baltimore, praying for an appropriation 
for the improvement of the harbor of that city. 
Mr. P, remarked that, as the harbor bill had been 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
would shortly come before the Senate, he would 
ask that the memorial be laid on the table till that 
bill came up, when he should move an amend- 
ment in accordance with its prayer; and it was 
laid on the table accordingly. 

Mr. JARNAGIN presented the memorial of 
Preston Harret, and other Cherokee claimants, 
praying the passage of an act declaring the decis- 
10n of the Committee on Claims, under the 17th 
article of the Cherokee treaty in 1835, to be final, 
and providing for payment of certificates issued 
in accordance with their decision; which was 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. McDUFFIE presented the memorial and 
ere of a meeting of the citizens of Ker- 
shaw, in the district of South Carolina, in favor 
of the annexation of Texas to the United States; 
which were laid on the table. 


_ RESOLUTIONS OF NORTH CAROLINA. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN moved that the Commit- 
tee on Miktary Affairs be discharged from the 
further consideration of certain resolutions of the 























orders, with a view of taking up 








General Assembly of North Carolina, touching 
the erection in that State of an arsenal of con- 
struction and bureau of equi 


mittee were accordingly discharged from the'con- 
sideration of the same. 


ent; and the com- 


EXCHANGE OF PROPERTY. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN said the Committee on 


Military Affairs had also had under considera- 
tion the subject of ee of small portiens of 


roperty belonging to the Government at Harper’s 
erry and Springheld, which were desired for the 


convenience both of the Government and individ- 
uals in those neighborhoods holding property 
contiguous; and in compliance with the mutual 
wishes of the parties, the committee reported two 
joint resolutions, 


Mr. BATES explained that these exchanges 


would be a convenience both to the Government 
and to the individuals; and, as there were some 
improvements in Springfield awaiting actionin this 
matter, he hoped the resolutions would now be 
read and advanced. 


The resolutions were accordingly read a first 


and second time, and ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading. 


STEAMSHIP MICHIGAN, 
Mr. HUNTINGTON remarked that he under- 


stood the Senator from Illinois (Mr. Bregse] had 
no objection to the reference of his resolution (re- 
lative to the steam vessel Michigan, now con- 
structing at Erie, Pennsylvania, visiting the upper 
lakes) to the Committee on Navat Affairs; and 
he hoped, therefore, it would be taken up and so 
referred. 


The resolution, on motion to that effect, was 


accordingly taken up, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs. 


HEIRS OF ROBERT FULTON. 


Mr. PEARCE moved to suspend the previous 
the Senate bill 
No. 143, being a bill fot the relief of the heirs of 
Robert Fulton. 

Messrs. BAGBY and TAPPAN urged the 
propriety of proceeding regularly with the Cal- 


endar, 

Mr. BAYARD remarked that it was a case of 
very great interest to the claimants. It would be 
recollected that some years ago the adjustment of 
it had been referred by Congress tothe Secretary 
of the Navy, and upon his report he believed a 
bill was framed; but whether it passed the House 
he did not recollect. It had since beem brought 
forward, but not acted upon. He hoped it would 
now be taken up for final disposition. 

Mr. BAGBY did not wish to be understood as 
unfriendly to the bill; but he thought it would be 
much more conducive to the public advantage to 


“proceed regularly with the Calendar, than to con- 


tinue this practice of calling up bills out of their 
order. 

The bill was then, on Mr. Pearcer’s motion, 
taken up as in Committee of the Whole, its title 
being ** A bill for the relief of the heirs of Robert 
Fulton, deceased.’’ It appropriates $76,300, as 
a balance coming to the representatives of Mr. 
Fulton, after deducting $45,000 advanced to him 
by the Government; this balance of $76,300 being 
in fall of all claims on account of his steamer 
Vesuvius, and the use of his inventions and ser- 
vices in the construction of the steam frigate 
Fulton. ' 

Mr. TAPPAN inquired what report accompa- 
nied the bill. 

Mr. PEARCE explained that the Committee 
on Naval Affairs had made no special report, but 
adopted that made by the committee of the House. 
The report of the Secretary of the Navy, at the 
time the matter was referred to him, would show 
the grounds of the claim. 

r. BAYARD remarked that the reportof the 
Secretary of the Navy might be read, which would 
afford fall information on the subject. 

Mr. TAPPAN said there was a report made 
by the Committee on Claims, of the Twent 
Sixth Congress, whith he wished to have 4 

Mr. WRIGHT observed that, if the Sena 


AS 


tor 
from Ohio [Mr. Tarran] would permit him, he 
should like to have a short ‘read upon this 
subject, which was on the ee 
of the last Congress the Com- 
mittee on Claims, hete of the honor- 


able Senator in the chair, [Mr. Manoum,] but 
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who was no longer a member of this odne The 
reading of this report, he thought, would be more 
satisfactory to the Senate than the seeding of the 
report referred to by the Senator from Delaware, 
{Mr. Bayarp.] It was much shorter, and much 
clearer. Perhaps it could not, at present, be found 
among the papers of the Senate, but it could easily 
be obtained by a reference to the public documents. 

This claim, during the last session of Congress, 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. Durin 
this session, it got to the Committee on Nava 
Affairs. He remembered very well, (but could 
not say whether during the preceding or last ses- 
sion of Congress, ) that the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Claims [Mr. Grauam] made a ver 
clear report of the transactions between Mr. Ful- 
ton and the Government of the United States; 
and, if his memory did not fail him, one which 
met the concurrence of a large majority of the 
committee. If it was not at present among the 
papers of the Senate, he hoped it would be ob- 
tained. Before taking the question upon the 
engrossment of the bill, he wished to have this set 
at rest. He did not desire to consume the time 
of the Senate; and he certainly performed an un- 
pleasant duty to himself, when he said that, al- 
though he had not given a very full and careful 
examination to this Fulton claim,as it was called, 
he could not see that it was a claim at all. At 
the first scasion of his entrance into Congress, in 
1827, the Committee on Claims, if his memory 
served him, (and he spoke purely from memory,) 
reported a bill—the Senator from South Carolina 
[Mr. McDurrir] would correct him, if he was 
wrong--to pay to Robert Fulton the sum of 
$15,000. 

Mr. McDUFFIE said there was a bill reported 
during that session to pay him $100,000. 

Mr. WRIGHT s ls of the select committee 
of the House, of which Mr. Van Rensselaer, of 
New York, was chairman. He remembered per- 
fectly well the circumstances under which that 
report was made. He confessed that at that time 
he made very little personal examination into the 
subject, but relied chiefly upon the information 
and experience of those who were more thor- 
oughly acquainted with it. Other gentlemen were 
upon that committee, upon whose judgment he 
relied. Since he had become a member of this 
body, this matter had been repeatedly before it. 
He had examined it since that period sufficientl 
to make up this judgment upon it: that, regard- 
ing it as a matter of claim on the part of Robert 
Falton, or his family, against this Government, 
there was, in reality, no claim at all, unless his 
invention, its application to purposes of naviga- 
tion, and the genera] benefits which resulted from 
it, were considered the foundation of a claim. 
Mr. Fulton, when he died, was indebted to the 
Government of the United States, on the books 
of the Treasury, $45,000; $5,000 for an advance 
on one object, and $40,000 on another. But cer- 
tain services of his, and the damages he sustained 
ty the detention of his steam vessel Vesuvius, at 

ew Orleans, in 1814 and 1815, which was pressed 
for the use of the Government by General Jack- 
son, were understood tocancel this claim. This 
bill goes $76,300 beyond that. For himself, he 
could say that, with the strongest disposition to 
found a claim for Mr. Fulton for which he could 
vote, he had never been able to found one. Con- 
on might grant that individual a gratuity, but 

e could see no foundation for aclaim. The re- 
port which he had called for would more fully 
explain his views. 

r. PEARCE said he had paid some little 
attention to this claim; and the result was, that, 
in his opinion, Robert Fulton had a strong and 
just clam upon the Government of the United 
States. The Senate committee, who had had this 
matter under consideration, were prepared to vote 
for an appropriation of $100,000; but, as the bill 
stood, it provided only for the payment of the 
sum of $76,000, in conformity with the views of 
the House committee. It was reported accord- 
ing to their instructions. The fact was, as stated 
by the Senator from New York, [Mr, Waicut,) 
that Mr. Fulton died without settling his accounts 
with the Government, indebted to it $40,000. The 
advance to him was $45,000; but it was conceded 
that $5,000 of this sum had been expended for 
the as granted—that of making experiments 
with torpedoes. This left a balance apparently 
against him of $40,000. 
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After the death of Mr, Fulton, the Government 
instituted a suit against his executor for the re- 
covery of this $40,000. The executors exhibited 
an account for the services of the steamer Vesu- 
vius. She was at New Orleans during the battle 
of 1814; and it was in December of that year 
that he made a contract with the Government, for 
which he received $40,000 in advance. Three 
days after this contract was made, and before any 
knowledge of it could reach New Orleans, the 
steamer Vesuvius was impressed by order of 
the commanding general, not for a war vessel, 
but to be used, as the Carolina was used, in the 
attack upon the bridge. This, however, was 
not carried into effect, because, soon after, the 
vessel grounded. She remained und seventy 
days; and for this detention, and the damages 
sustained by.it, the executors of Mr. Fulton asked 
to be indemnified, They did not ask for the en- 
tire amount which they might have made during 
that time of publicexcitement; but they asked to 
be paid at the rate which the vessel would - have 
made under ordinary circumstances. Thisclaim 
was brought before the circuit courtof New York, 
and there decided in favor of the claimant. The 
jury returned a verdict for the defendants; and 
would have rendered a verdict for the amount 
estimated to be the loss sustained, if the law had 

ermitted them to do so, for any specific sum. 
But the law did not grant them that power; and 
they therefore merely returned a verdict against 
the Government of the United States. 

He would remark that, in 1836, Congress 

assed a joint resolution referring this whole sub- 
ject to the Secretary of the Navy, instructing him 
to decide upon what grounds the claim was made, 
and what was due Mr. Fulton. He made the ex- 
amination, and decided that the United States was 
debtor to Mr. Fulton the sum of $100,000. This 
was his account: For experiments with torpe- 
does, $5,000, and $5,000 for his services making 
them; for the use of his vessel, the Vesuvius, 
$60,000, (being $800 per day;) for the use of his 
inventions for steam batteries, $50,000; and com- 
mission on building the Fulton steam frigate, 
So ate terre in all $145,000; from which, 

educting the advance of $45,000, there was left 
a balance of $100,000. ‘ 


The House of Representatives, upon that re- 
poets passed a bill by a majority of more than 
orty, appropriating $100,000; but it did not pass 
the Senate, he believed, for want of time that 
session. 

He stated that the steamer Vesuvius was im- 
preoees by order of the commanding general at 

ew Orleans, (General Jackson.) on this 
fact, the committee had the testimony of Mr. Liv- 
ingston. The Vesuvius being thus impressed, 
sustained by her detention a loss of the amount 
she could have made, at the ores Fone of 
freight between New Orleans and uisville, 
which at that time was five cents a pound. Ac- 
cording to the statement of Jasper Lynch, which 
was a correct statement, her returns in 18]8, on 
a passage from New Orleans to Louisville, (which 
took about forty days,) were $800 a day, duri 
the whole period. i the estimate which he ha 
made, he (Mr. P.) had assumed that amount to 
be her due. When thisGovernment had paid as 
much as $600 a day for asteamer, at a much later 
period, for military purposes in the Florida war, 
it was nothing extraordinary that this vessel 
should make $800. It was a large vessel; its 
tonnage was nearly three hundred; freight and 
passengers would have enabled her to make $800 
a day, having to competition. He could see no 
principle of reason or justice upon which a single 
dollar should be deducted from this. 

In 1814, Congress passed a joint resolution 
authorizing the building of a steam frigate. Mr. 
Fulton was employed in attending to the building 
of this vessel, which was not got up by an asso- 
ciation in New York, as some had supposed, but 
by the Government. It was true an association 
was got up in New York for that purpose, which 
designed having a steamship built, and offering it 
to the Government at the cost price, but the pro- 

ject was given up. The Government authonzed 
the building of this vessel itself. According to 
the testimony of several able and experienced 
builders, the ordinary commission was now five 
percent. Mr. Fulton was obliged himself to con- 
duct all the important branches of the work; and 
was subject to extraordinary physical toil, as well 





ia, 


patent his mental ies taxed to the 

The co Giesiaieimadihenatiens choke 
ing work was ten ee which, added to i}, 
sum of $57,600, w he (Mr. P.) had estimated 
was due him for the loss sustained by the impress. 
mai eed - 40,000. ti rewen te 
an at » there wasa : 
due him of $42,000. So far as this —e 
thought the executors of Mr. Fulton had a strict 
claim upon the Government of the United States 
There was another claim, against which the re. 
marks of the Senator from New York wor 
directed. Mr. Fulton’s heirs asked to be indem. 
nified for the invention of steam, as applied to 
vessels of war. It was very certain that the use 
of steam for purposes of navigation owed its ey. 
wees to Robert moeae se it fully an. 
swered every purpose for which it was des| 
—though his vessels did not possess ao 
capabilities and speed which vessels of that de. 
scription now do. The frigate built under his 
superintendence was a remarkable work at thar 
time, and well adapted to the purpose of harbor 
defense. That we owed to the ingenuity, genius 
and skill of Robert Fulton, the application of 
steam to marine purposes was an undisputed 


fact. He was not ce to regard this as q 
strict demand. The Government of the United 
States had availed itself of the invention and in. 
enuity of Mr. Fulton, and was bound, in al| 
justice, to make him some compensation as ay 
evidence of national gratitude. When we con- 
sidered how much this country owed to thai 
man—how his invention had enhanced its wealt}, 
and prosperity—how it had augmented its com. 
merce, increased its population, brought togethe: 
the once remote parts ofthe Union, and added valu: 
to the lands—when we considered all this, he, for 
one, did not feel disposed to look into it as astric: 
matter of claim. e should vote him this, noi 
as a gratuity, (as the honorable Senator from 
New York had said,) but.as a token of the grati- 
tude of his country—gratitude which he had 
fairly earned by his services, and which was 
most justly due him. In conclusion, he hoped 
the bill would pass. 
Mr. WRIGHT did not desire to debate this 
uestion. Mr. Fulton and his family were, wher 
this claim originated, constituents of his; and he 
felt that they should be so now, wherever they 
livéd. It was only in conformity with his sense 
of duty, overpowering his sympathies, that ie 
had been induced to resist the claim. He could 
not so well express his opinion as the report 
(which was now on the Secretary’s table) ex- 
pressed it. He asked the reading of that report. 
The report of the chairman of the Committee 
on Claims, to which Mr. Waieur alluded, was 


read. 

Mr. McDUFFIE stated to the Senate some 
facts which took place when this subject was ir- 
vestigated in the other branch of the national Le- 
gislature, fifteen years age By a very large major. 
ity of the House, a bill was granting 

00,000 to Robert Fulton, at that period. In 

836, Congress, by joint resolution, irected the 
Secretary of the Navy to make an investigation 
of the accounts between the Government and Mr. 
Fulton. The report of the Secretary of the Navy 
was in strict accordance with that resolution. He 
thought this Government was bound, by every 
sentiment of gratitude, to make Mr. Fulton some 
compensation for his useful invention, and for the 
services which he had rendered to the country. 

Mr. PEARCE said that the report of the Com- 
mittee on Claims, which had just been read st 
the request of the Senator from New York, dif- 
fered in one or two particulars from the statement 
which he had made when he first addressed the 
nate. The committee from which that report 
came said they were satisfied $200 a day was suf- 
ficient to remunerate Mr. Fulton for the seventy 
days’ detention of the Vesuvius in consequence 
of impressment; but upon what evidence, they 
did not pretend to say. They admitted that Cap- 
tain De Hart, who commanded this boat, stated 
that she had cleared from $1,500 to $2,000 a day; 
but did not show by what rule they had re- 
duced this down té aday. Without allow- 
ing anything for the excitement of the time, she 
wen antilied do aniee shaweliidl Two years after 
the war she made a trip from Louisville to New 


Orleans, charging the ordi rates for freight 
nhgunegeiys "$800 a day, including 


and made 
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jme spent in stoppages; so that the Commit- 
Cuan had no reason whatever for making 
estimate at $200 aday. The committee, ac- 
wording to the report, consider $5,000 a very lib- 
allowance for the building of the frigate. He 
idered him eminently entitled to the a 
The subject was further debated by Messrs. 
WRIGHT, WOODBRIDGE, PHELPS, Mc- 
pUFFIE, PEARCE, BATES, JOHNSON, 
CRITTENDEN, HENDERSON, and others. 
On motion of Mr. EVANS, to prevent its fur- 
jer discussion interfering with the special order 
ofthe day, the bill was laid on the table until to- 
gorrow. 





THE TARIFF. 


On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Senate resumed | 
te consideration of the resolution of the Com- | 
gittee on Finance, for the indefinite postponement 
of the bill introduced by Mr. McDurrie to re- 
juce the rates of duties under the present tariff 
the standard of the compromise act. 

Mr. RIVES, who was entitled to the floor, 
sidressed the Senate for three hours and a half, 
chiefly in peppers of the protective policy, which 
he maintained had always been the object of the 
iministrations of the Government from its be- 
inning to the present time, in regulating the tariff. 
fh also vindicated the tariff act of 1842, stating 
hat, although he had voted against it on the sup- 

sition that it was too high to produce revenue, 
experience had proved that it was truly a revenue 
measure, and that it had now become the perma- 
vent policy of the country. 

Mr. McDUFFIE—claiming the floor as his 
rght in closing the debate for reply to all com- 
ments made on the other side upon his remarks— 
moved the pespensnans st the subjectto Wednes- 
day, and that it should be made the special order 
for that day, at one o’clock. 


Mr. WOODBURY said thatat one time he had 
intended, before the debate closed, to reply at 
some length to a few of the attacks on his remarks, 
made near its commencement; but it had now be- 
come so obvious that no practical result was likely 
to be attained by the bill under consideration, and 
that our time was greatly needed for other im- 
portant measures, he should waive that intention 
entirely; and he would now only add an explan- 
ation of the error into which the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. Rives) seemed inadvertently ‘to 
have fallen in the first portion of his speech, in 
undicating the collection of revenue from im- 
aw, under an unfounded impression that Mr. 

. was opposed to such a collection, and pre- 
ferred a system of direct taxes. No mistake could 
be greater; and he now held in his hand what 
had been before said by him on that topic, show- 
ing the very reverse to be true. This was the 
language: 

“Our fathers concluded to encourage manufactures, by 
collecting a large portion of their revenue from imports 
mther than deriving it all from direct taxes and internal 
duties. Indeed, their rule, like mine, was to collect, if 
needed, all the revenue from imports which they will yield 
without going higher in the rates than a revenue standard, 
aad what is consistent wiih the preservation in full vigor 
of our foreign commerce; but all wanted beyond that 
should be obtained from other sources; and, happily, our 
lands will usually, with that, yield sufficient for all the ex- 
penses of an economical Government in time of peace. It 
is not inconsistent with free trade that the imports help, in 
adue proportion with other property, to pay the public 
expenses.’? 

Now, whether thege sentiments are correct or 
wrong, he should not now, at this late hour, de- 
tain the Senate to show. But they were sincere 
convictions; and after all, differed very litéle from 
those on this point entertained by the gentleman 
from Virginia. 

He (Mr. Rives] expressed himself in favor of 
collecting our “revenues mainly, if not exclu- 
sively, from duties onimports.”” Sodid Mr. W. 
The labored reasons that had been assigned for it 
y Mr. Rives were the same which actuated Mr. 

-, with some others formerly urged by him, 
but not required to be now repeated. Mr. Rives 
would also use the proceeds of the public lands 
for revenue, as well as duties, it was hoped. So 
would Mr. W. Mr. Rives had observed that 
Mr. W. formerly, and properly, recommended 
duties on the free goods, rather than to borrow. 

his was true: duties as high as the compromise 
permitted, and on all free goods, if necessary, 
with the lands, to get a sufficient amount of rev- 
enue to meet‘an economical administration of the 


2 


rather than from other sources. 





Government. What, then, was the difference be- 
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A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, in an- 





tween them on this subject? It was one entirely || swer to the resolution of the House of the 18th 
theoretical, unless, by accident or misconduct, || instant, directing the said Secretary toassign the 


and never in the exercise of sound economy, our 
expenses are swollen in peace above what we 
could obtain from the sales of the public lands 
and a rate of duty on our imports no higher than 
the true revenue standard. In such case if a few || 
millions more were to be forced from us than || 
could thus be obtained, the Senator [Mr. Rives] || 
thought it could be obtained bya rate of duty on || 
imports higher than what Mr. W. deemed the | 
revenue standard, or twenty to thirty per cent.; | 
and that it was proper for protection to manufac- | 
tures, and other reasons, to attempt to obtain this | 

| 


; 


excess in that way; while Mr. W. believed that 
an attempt to procure more in that way would 
usually fail, and would, if it succeeded, be injuri- 
ous to commerce and agriculture, and unequal in | 
its operation as a burden, and ought not therefore | 
to be pushed, but the excess procured by some | 
taxes of a different character. Asto such excess, | 
then, and in such an occasional exigency, a dif- | 
ference of opinion existed about the proper course | 
to be pursued in relation to it; and such difference | 
was the whole that had led to so much elaborate 
and hardly necessary argument in favor of raising | 
our ordinary revenue from duties on imports | 











The question was then taken on Mr. Mc- | 
Durrie’s motion, and the further consideration | 
of the subject was made the special order for | 
Wednesday. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpar, May 27, 1844. 

The Journal of Saturday having been read, 
it was amended by the insertion of the names of 
Messrs. Biptack and Mclxvaine in the nega- 
tive in the yeas and nays on the question of 
adjournment. , 

he Journal was then approved. 


INVENTORY OF PROPERTY. 


Mr. HOUSTON said it was evident, from the 
thin state of the House, that they would not be 
able to act upon any business of much importance; 
and, as there were some bills against which there 
would be no sort of objection, he would be glad 
if the House would resolve itself into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and proceed to dispose of those bills. One to 
which he referred, was bill No. 63, reported by 
the Committee on Public Lands, legalizing the sale 
of lands in Mississippi. 

Mr.WELLER suggested that there was a large 
number of bills from the Senate on the Speaker’s 
table which ought to be read and referred. 

Mr. McKAY said he wished to move a recon- 
sideration of the vote by which the House had 

sed a resolution reported from the Committee 
on Public Buildings and Grounds, requiring an 
inventory to be, taken annually of the property 
belonging to the Government. He moved a re- 
consideration of that vote, and that action upon | 
that motion be postponed until Thursday next, 
in order that, in the mean time, a substitute might 
be prepared. It ought to be either in the shape 
of a joint resolution or of a bill. 

Mr. PRATT expressed his acquiescence in 
the proposition of the gentleman from North Car- 
olina. 

The motion was agreed to. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, on leave given, in- 
troduced the following bills, which were read 
twice, and referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union: 

A bill to abolish the use of certain oaths at the 
custom-houses of the United States, and for other 
purposes; and 

A bill to abolish public executions in capital 
cases. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The following executive communications were 
read and referred: 
' A message from the President of the United 
States, eee a report from the Secretary 
of the Navy of all cases in which agents have 
been employed without authority of law since the 
4th of March, 1837, &c. 








reasons why the report of the commissioners 
| appointed under the act of March 3, 1843, has not 
|| been furnished, and requesting him to furnish the 
| same without delay. : 


PRIVATE BILLS. 
The amendments of the Senate to the bills of 


the House of the following titles were severally 
read, and concurred in: 


An act for the relief of William Glover; 
An act for the relief of Louis Cronell, alias 


Cronkhite; and 


An act for the relief of Abigail Gibson. 
The amendment of the Senate to the title of bill 


No. 171 was concurred in. 


SCHOONER GRAMPUS. 
The next bill taken up was the bill for the re- 


lief of the orphans, widows, &c., of the officers, 
seamen, and marines, lost with the Grampus, 


which the Senate had amended by the substitu- 


tion of a bill which, amongst other things, in- 
|| cluded the relief of the relatives of the persons 
lost in the Sea Gull. 


It was referred to. the Committee on Nava! 
Affairs; and the amendments were ordered to be 


|| printed. 


SENATE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills from the Senate were read 
a first and second time, and referred as indicated 
below: 

An act for the relief of the heirs of William 
Fisher. . 

An act for the relief of Pierre Menard, Josiah 
T. Betts, Jacob Furman, and Edmund Roberts, 
of the State of Illinois, sureties of Felix St. Vrain, 
late Indian agent, deceased. 

An act authorizing persons to whom reserva- 
tions of land have been made under Indian treaties, 
to alienate the same in fee—to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

An act for the relief of Henry Gardner and 
others, directors of an association called the New 
England Mississippi Land Company—to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

An act to authorize the payment of equitable 
commissions to the agents and attorneys of per- 
sons in whose favorawards have been made under 
three several treaties between the United States 
and certain foreign Powers, which awards have 
been retained in the Treasury in payment of debts 
due to the United States—to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

An actrelating to bonds to be given by custom- 
house officers—to the Committee on Commerce. 

An act for the relief of Gideon Batchelder and 
others—to the Committee of Claims. 

An act for the relief of Joseph Bryan, Harrison 
Young, and Benjamin Young—to the Committee 
on Indjan Affairs, 

An act to amend an act entitled **An act to re- 
organize the General Land Office’’-—to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

An act granting a pension to George Whittier— 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

An act for the relief of Reynall Coates, Walter 
R. Johnson, and William B. McMurtrie—to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

An act to. consolidate and amend the acts in re- 
lation to the pensions of the widows and orphans 
of naval officers, seamen, and marines—to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

An act to establish a port of delivery at the eity 
of La Fayette, in the State of Louisiana—to the 
Committee on Commerce, 

An act for the relief of Peter Von Schmidt—to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

An act for the relief of Benjamin B. Ferguson— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

An act making Appropriations for the repair 
of the custom-house and post office building, at 
Charleston, South Carolina, and providing furni- 
ture and book-cases for the same—to. the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

An act to provide for the payment of evidences 
of public debts in certain cases—to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

An act relating to the port of entry in the dis- 
trict of Passamaquoddy, in the State of Maine— 
to the Committee on Commerce. , 

An act providing for the appointment and rég- 
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ulating the pay of engineers and assistant engi- 
neers in the revenue service—to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

An act for the relief of persons residing within 
the reputed limits of the State of Arkansas or 
Louisiana, and beyond the boundary line between 
the United States and’ the Republic of Texas as 
established by the commissioners appointed to 
ascertain the same—to the Committce on the 
Judiciary. 

An act relating to the unlading of foreign mer- 
chandise on the right bank of the Mississippi, 
opposite New Orleans—to the Committee on 

ommerce. 

A resolution to authorize the transmission and 
presentation of books to the Minister of Justice 
of France in exchange for hooks received from 
him—to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

A resolution to authorize an allowance to Purser 
D. M. F. Thornton, in the settlement of his ac- 
counts—to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

A resolution respecting receipts issued by the 
Treasurer of the United States in payment for 
public lands—to the Committee on Public Lands. 

A resolution to continue two clerks in the busi- 
ness of reservations and grants under Indian trea- 
ties—to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


MARY WILLIAMS. 


The resolution from the Senate, entitled “‘ A res- 
olution explanatory of an act for the relief of 
Mary Williams, widow of the late Jacob Wil- 
liams, deceased,’’ was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions. 


EXPLORING EXPEDITION. 


On motion of Mr. GRINNELL, it was 


Resolved, That the Joint Committee on the Library be 
requested to inquire into the expediency of publishing 
three thousand copies of such of the surveys made by the 
late exploring expedition as they may think will be use- 
ful; and that said copies be sold at a price that will defray 
the expense of publication. 


MEMORIAL, ETC. 
Mr. McDOWELL presented a memorial of 


inventors, engineers, manufacturers, and others, 
of Ohio, remonstrating against appropriating the 
patent fund to the construction of a wing or other 
addition to the Patent Office; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds. 

Mr. HARALSON presented, by leave, the pro- 
ceedings of a meeting of citizens of the county of 
Bibb, in the State of Georgia, in favor of the an- 
nexation of Texas to the United States; which 
were laid upon the table. 


REPAYMENT FOR LANDS. 


Mr. HOUSTON moved that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. VANCE hoped the House would consent 
to proceed with the Private Calendar. 

Mr. WELLER said he supposed his friend 
from Ohio was desirous of taking advantage of 
the absence of the gentleman from Tennessee, 
[Mr. C. Jounson.]} 

The question was put on suspending the rules; 
and was carried. 

The House resolved itself into committee 
accordingly, (Mr. Cuarman, of Virginia, in the 
chair. 

Mr. BRENGLE made an ineffectual motion to 
take up bill No. 14, 

On motion of Mr. HOUSTON, the committee 
took up the bill (No. 132) authorizing repayment 
for lands sold by the United States without 
authority of law. 

Mr. H. briefly explained the object of the bill. 

Mr. VINTON and Mr. HOU N entered 
into some explanations, and the bill was verbally 
amended. 

Some further conversation ensuéd between 
Messrs. HARPER, BARNARD, HOUSTON, 
BIDLACK, POTTER of Ohio, SCHENCK, 
WENTWORTH, and COLLAMER. 

Mr. HALE offered the following amendment: 

That the proper officers of the Government be authorized 
and instructed, in all cases where there is sufficient evi- 
dence to prove the loss of the land warrant or certificate, 


to issue & new one under such provisions as may be neces- 
sary to protect tiie Government from fraud. 


The amendment was debated by Messrs. VIN- 
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TON, HALE, SCHENCK, McCLELLAND, 
and BIDLACK. 

The amendment was negatived, and the bill 
was laid aside, to be reported to the House. 


LAND SALES IN MISSISSIPPI. 


Mr. HOUSTON moved that the committee 
take up the bill to legalize the sales of certain 
lands made atthe Chockchumaand Columbus land 
offices, in the State of Mississippi; which was 
agreed to; also, the report in relation thereto. 

Mr. SAMPLE submitted an amendment in the 
form of an additional section, which he advocated 
and explained. 

Mr. HOUSTON replied. 

Mr. BRENGLE advocated the amendment. 

Mr. HALE moved, as an amendment to the 
pending amendment, the same which he had pro- 
posed to the former bill. “ 

Mr. HOUSTON explained his objections to the 
proposition of the gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire. 

Mr. VINTON advocated the amendment. 

The amendments were negatived. 

The bill was laid aside, to be reported. 

Mr. JAMESON moved that the committee take 
up the bill to make appropriation for the pay of 
horses lost in the Florida war by Missouri vol- 
unteers. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The committee then rose, and reported the bills 
which they had acted upon to the House. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. ASHE gave notice of his intention here- 
after to introduce a bill to establish a post road 
from Jackson to Memphis, Tennessee. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespar, May 28, 1844. 


Mr. BUCHANAN .-presented a petition, nu- 
merously signed by citizens of Erie, Pennsylva- 
nia, strongly protesting against the annexation of 
Texas to the United Mites: which was laid on 
the table. 

Also, a petition from a number of inhabitants 
of Pennsylvania, asking that the four companies 
of horse artillery of the United States be restored 
to their standard prior to 1842; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, two memorials, one from Alice Pew, 
widow of William Pew, a soldier of the revolution, 
and the other from Sarah Scales. 

Mr. WELLER suggested that there was a 
large number of bills from the Senate on the 
Speaker’s table which ought to be read and 
referred. 

Mr. McKAY said he wished to move a recon- 
sideration of the vote by which the House had 
passed a resolution reported from the Committee 
on Public Buildings and Grounds, requiring an 
inventory to be taken annually of the property 
belonging to the Government. He moved a re- 
consideration of that vote. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. HENDERSON, from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, reported back the House 
bill for the relief of James Pepper and others, 
without amendment, and with a recommendation 
that it pass. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported back the report of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, relative to the use of gas 
instead of oil for light-houses; and asked that the 
committee be discharged from its further consid- 
eration; which was agreed to. 

Mr. H., from the same committee, reported a 
bill regulating the appointment of United States 
officers in the revenue marine; which was read 
the first time, and appropriately referred. 

Mr. H., from the same committee, reported 
back the House bill for the disposition of the 
maps and charts of the coast survey; which was 
taken up, considered, and passed. 

Mr. H.,, from the same committee, reported a 
joint resolution, authorizing the corporation of 

timore to make use of public bai at 

to Point, for the reception of persons 

arriving by sea in ill health, under tine 

regulations. This resolution was suineamatie 
taken up, considered, and passed. 
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Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on Ny 
—— oe back, without amendment, the 
om gran ne S — to James Duffy, 

Also, from the same committee, the House bil 
- the relief of —_ Wallace Wanly, with an 

verse report; which, on motion, was ord 
be priated! ’ CP 

WILLIAM WYNN. 


The bill supplementary to an act for the reli 
of William Wynn was then taken up, yea te 
third time, and passed. 

NAVAL PENSIONS. 

On motion of Mr. BAYARD, the previous 
orders were suspended, and the Senate bill enjj. 
tled ‘*A bill concerning naval pensions,” was 
taken up for consideration, as in Committee of 
the Whole, and read, as follows: 

“ Be it enacted, §c., That the pensions for the period of 
five years, which have been heretofore wapemne Out of the 
naval pension fund, to the widows of » Seamen, and 
marines, who have been killed or died by reason of g 
wound received in the line of their duty, or who have dieq 
in consequence of a casualty, by drowning or otherwise 
or of injury received while in the tine of their duty, ang 
which pensions have ceased from the expiration of the pe. 
riod for which they were originally granted, or were syb- 
sequently renewed, shall be continued for another period 
of five years, to such of the said widows as have remained 
unmarried; to commence from the day on which such 
pensions respectively terminated ; and to be paid out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated: 
P , Thatevery pension hereby renewed shall cease 
on the death or intermarriage of the widow to whom the 
same is hereby granted.”? 

Mr. WRIGHT asked if he was correct in his 
understanding that this was a bill to revive the 
pension system, arrested by a law of Congress, 
in consequence of the exhaustion of the Navy 
pension fund? 

Mr. BAYARD said, not exactly. It wasabill 
providing for the continuation for five years of 
the pensions to widows of officers, seamen, and 
marines, for whose benefit the original Nav 
pension fund was expressly laid aside. Al- 
though, by the improvidence of Congress, that 
fund had been dissipated, he regarded it, in effect, 
as still in existence. He mentioned many cases 
of eer hardship endured by widows now in age 
and indigence, who had heretofore placed relt- 
ance on their pensions for their entire support; 
and in particular referred to the case of the relict 
of Captain Lawrence. These he considered cases 
appealing irresistibly to the justice and sympathy 
of C ess. 

Mr. WRIGHT assured the chairman of the 
Naval Committee that no member of the Senate 
could be more alive to an appeal in favor of Mrs. 
Lawrence than he was. He was not unaware of 
her situation; but great as were hissympathies in 
cases of this kind, he was compelled to look to 
the fact that these pensions were originally in- 
tended to extend to five years; and then the claim, 
under the law, terminated, as in cases of pensions 
in the Army. Yet in many instances, pensions 
had been continued to the period of twenty or 
twenty-five years, which certainly never was in- 
tended when the Navy pension fund was set aside 
for the pu s designed. 

Mr. BAYARD requested the report of the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs would be read. 

The report was accordingly read. 

Mr. CHOATE submitted an amendment, the 
object of which was to include the widows of per- 
sons who died of diseases contracted in the naval 


service. 

Mr. HENDERSON objected to both the amend- 
ao the bill, on the _ that this -_ - 
together a perversion of avy pension fund. 
He quoted laser from the act of Congressestab- 
lishing that fund, with a view of showing thatits 
object was to provide for pensions to invalids, or 
persons wounded or disabled in the service, and 
not for widows or children. 

Mr. CHOATE admitted that there was much 
in what the Senator said which was entitled to 
consideration; but if the bill was to » it cere 
aly should be amended as he desired, for there 
could be no equity or justice in providing for the 
widow of a person in the naval service killed or 
drowned by falling overboard, and denying the 
same-provision to the widow of # person in the 
same service brought by his duty into a West 
India port, where he contracted the yellow fever, 


in the di of his duty, and died. : 
Mr. WOODBURY agreed that the same prin- 
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ie governed both cases; but he was opposed to 
ore She amendment and the bill. These pen- 
ons, since the expenditure of the Navy pension 
fund, had been once thrown upon the Treasury; 
yd the question now was, should this be done 
in? And when this question came up, another 
gusto be considered : whether there was any right 
» jaw for the renewal? If it was merely a ques- 
jon of charity, or sympathy, or national grati- 
yde, it would be another thing; and gentlemen 
gould have to act according to their dictates of 
juty in such considerations. These pensioners 
received all they were originally promised; 
ydsince that, much more than widows of officers 
ite as meritorious, who lost their lives in the 


my. 
uM. CHOATE withdrew his amendment, and 
ed to amend the bill by striking out the 
yords “in consequence of,’’ and inserting “* by 
nason of disease contracted, or;”’ so thatit would 

d: 

a the widows of- officers, seamen, or marines, who 
jave been killed, or died by reason of a wound received in 
ie line of their duty, or who have died by reason of dis- 
qe contracted, or by drowning, or otherwise, &c. 

Mr. BAYARD did not hardly know how to 
oppose this amendment; it seemed so reasonable 
and just in reference to cases such as had been 

osed by the Senator from Massachusetts. 
Yet he feared it would be an opening to a wide 
dass of cases, quite beyond the sphere to which 
itwas intended the bill should extend. The death 
of any person in the service might be construed 
o be in consequence of causes originating in his 
riod of service, or, if of old age, it might be said 
it was contracted in the service. 

Mr. WRIGHT called for the yeasand nays on 

the proposed amendment; which were ordered. 
he question was then taken; and the amend- 
nent was adopted—yeas 19, nays 16;as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Bagby, Bates, Bayard, Choate, 
Hinson, Miller, Phelps, Korver: Tallmadge. Upham, Wie; 
nd Wondbridge—19. eee ’ 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Atherton, Benton, Breese, Buch- 
man, Clayton, Fairfield, Haywood, Henderson, Lewis, 
—“y Pcarce, Sturgeon, Tappan, Woodbury, and Wright 

The bill, as amended, was then reported back 
to the Senate, and the amendment was concurred 


in, 

On the question of engrossment, Mr. BREESE 
called for the yeas and nays, which were ordered; 
and they resulted—yeas 20, nays 16; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, 
Dayton, Evans, Francis, Huger, Huntington, Jarnagin, 
Johnson, Miller, Pearee, Phelps, Porter,'T'alimadge, Upham, 
White, and Woodbridge—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, Ben- 
ton, Breese, Clayton, Fairfield, Haywood, Henderson, 
aa Niles, Sturgeon, Tappan, Woodbury, and Wright 


So the bill was ordered to be engrossed, and 
rad a third time. 


EXCHANGE OF PROPERTY. 


The joint resolution relative to exchanges of 
small lots of property at Harper’s Ferry and 
Springfield arsenals belonging to the United States, 
with individuals, for contiguous property for mu- 
wal convenience, was then taken up, reada third 
lime, and passed. 


COLLECTION DISTRICTS. | 


On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, the Sen- 
tte bill ** relating to certain collection districts, 
and for other purposes,” reported by him from 
the Committee on Commerce, was taken up, con- 
sidered, and ordered to be engrossed for the third 
reading. 

DUTY ON RAILROAD IRON. 


Mr, EVANS said it had been his intention to 
tall up the bill providing for the remission of duty 
on railroad iron in certain cases; but he should 
hot to-day make that motion. He » how- 
ever, send to the table some amendments to the 
bill, which he intended to propose with a view of 
rendering it more acceptable to those he expected 
would oppose it; and he would move that they 
be prnes by to-morrow, so that could be 
= e hands of Senators when he ed up the 


_Mr. BUCHANAN said he was ready at any 
“me to discuss that bill, but he should object to 
ts being taken up to-motrow, unless there was 
& full attendance in the Senate. A bill that is to 
Withdraw the protection afforded-— 











-_ EVANS interposed by calling the Senator 
to order. 

_Mr. BUCHANAN called the Senator himself 
to order. He had nearly concluded what he was 
about to say when me sag In fact, he had 
no more to say at present than that he hoped this 
bill, which was of great importance as affecting 
not only the interest of his own State, but of 
many other sections of the Union, would not be 
brought under discussion while the Senate was 
so thinly attended as it was at present. 

Mr. EVANS said, although the bill might be 
placed under discussion, he should not ask to 
take any vote upon it till there was a full attend- 
ance of Senators. 

Mr. BUCHANAN did not intend speaking for 
Buncombe on the bill; it was his wish to address 
Senators; for he meant to show that this bill ought 
not to pass. 

The amendments were read, and ordered to be 
printed. 








HEIRS OF ROBERT FULTON. 


On motion of Mr. PEARCE, the Senate bill 
for the relief of the heirs of Robert Fulton was 
taken up for further consideration. 

The PRESIDENT stated that, if no amend- 
ment were offered, the question would be on or- 
dering the bill to be engrossed for a third read- 


ing. : 

‘Mr. WOODBURY explained the reason why 
he should not vote for this bill. He had been on 
a committee where these claims were very fully 
examined last year. He took occasion to say that 
there was not a person of purer mind, or one 
who more thoroughly investigated all subjects, 
than the chairman of that committee, [Mr. Gra- 
HAM,] then a member of the Senate; and that chair- 
man was of opinion that this bill ought not to 

ass. Having come to the same conclusion, he 

ad no reason to change it. He was opposed to 
the bill; but, at the same time, he was free to say 
that, if the gentleman who reported it would put 
it in the form of a gratuity for the inventions of 
Mr. Fulton—which had conferred such benefits 
on the country—he should vote for it most cheer- 
fully; for he concurred entirely in the opinion 
that these inventions were beyond all price. 

Mr. PEARCE said that if the Senator from 
New Hampshire (Mr. Woopsury] would pre- 
say such an amendmentas would suit his views, 

e should have no objection to it. He did not 
think, himself, that the executors of Mr. Fulton 
could insist upon the whole of their demand 
strictly in the light of a claim upon the Govern- 
ment, as a right. 

Mr. WOODBURY then sent an amendment to 
to the Chair—to insert after the last clause, the 
words: 

And for the great benefits conferred upon the country by 
his application of steam to purposes of navigation. 

The yeas and nays, on motion of Mr. BREESE, 
were then taken on the amendmentof Mr. Woop- 
BuRY; and resulted—yeas 21, nays 16; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, ey Bates, Choate, Dayton, 
Evans, Francis, Huger, Jarn Johnson, McDuffie, Mer- 
rick, Miller, Morehead, Pearce Porter Sturgeon, Upham, 
White, Woodbridge, and W 1. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Bayard, 


Benton, Breese, Buchanan, Clayton, Fairfield, Haywood, 
Henderson, Lewis, Niles, Tallmadge, Tappan, and Wright 


So the amendment was adopted. 


On the question of engrossment, Mr. BREESE 
called for the yeas and nays; which were ordered, 
and resulted—yeas 23, nays 11; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Bates, Bayard, Choate, Dayton, 
Evans, Francis, Huger, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson, 
McDuffie, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Pearce, Porter, Stur- 

Tallmadge, Upham, White, Woodbridge, and Wood- 


geon, 
ae 
AYS—Messrs. Allen, Atherton, Breese, Clayton, Fair- 
field, Haywood, Henderson, Lewis, Niles, Tappan, and 
Wright—11. 
So the bill was ordered to be engrossed, and 
read the third time. 


CANAL AT ST, MARY'S FALLS. 


‘The general orders were then taken up, and the 
first bill undisposed of on the Calendar was the 
Senate bill ‘‘ authorizing the opening of a canal 
around the falls of St. Mary, at the outlet of 
Lake Superior,” reported by Mr. Porter, from 
the Committee on and Canals, which was 
taken up for consideration as in Committee of 
the Whole. 


| 


| construction of works of internal improvement 
| undertaken by the Government. 








Mr. WRIGHT inquired what committee had 
reported the bill? 
he PRESIDING OFFICER said, the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals. 
Mr. HAYWOOD asked whether it was usual 
to employ the troops of the United States in the 


Messrs. WOODBRIDGE, CHOATE, POR- 


TER, and other Senators, explained the practice 


hitherto on this point; which, it appears, has been 
to allow Soldiers so employed additional pay of 
fifteen cents per day each. 

Mr. HAYWOOD Strongly objected to this 
mode of employing troops enlisted for military 
purposes, 

his point, as well as the general merits of the 
bill, underwent considerable discussion, in which 
Messrs. PORTER, DAYTON, TAPPAN, and 
JARNAGIN, participated. Finally, that part of 
the bill authorizing the employment of * such 
— of the troops of the United States as can 
e spared from other duties to be employed on 
the work in the opening and constructing of said 
canal,’’ was stricken out; and the bill was re- 
ported back to the Senate, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

On the question of engrossment, 

Mr. HAYWOOD called for the yeasand nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and bemg 
taken, resulted—yeas 16, nays 12; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bates, Benton, Choate, Evans, Francis, 
Jarnagin, Johnson, Mangum, Morehead, Porter, Sim- 
er — Tallmadge, Upham, White, and Wood- 

ridge—i6. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, Clayton, 
Dayton, Fairfield, Haywood, Huger, Huntington, Lewis, 
Niles, and Wright—12. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


On motion of Mr. JARNAGIN, the Senate 
then proceeded to the consideration of executive 
business; and, after a short time spent therein, 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuespar, May 28, 1844. 


Mr. CAMPBELL presented a memorial signed 
by more than one thousand petitioners, in favor 
of the chartering of the banks of the District of 
Columbia; and he gave notice that he should, to- 
morrow, call up that subject if his friends should 
then have returned from the National Convention 
at Baltimore. The memorial was referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
having the bank charters in charge. 

Mr. PRATT gave notice that he should attempt 
to amend the bill to recharter the District banks, 
whenever it was taken up, so as to assimilate the 
banks here to the free banks in the State of New 
York. He disclaimed all intention to retard the 
bill for the rechartering of the District banks; and 
avowed his purpose to be merely to perfect it. 

Mr. ATKIN N presented the proceedings of 
a meeting of his constituents in favor of the im- 
mediate annexation of Texas; which was laid on 
the table. 

BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. RUSSELL, by leave, introduced a bill 
from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, for the 
relief of Samuel Neele; which was read’ twice, 
and committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House. ; 

Mr. ST. JOHN, by leave, submitted a joint 
resolution to present a cannon to the borough of 
Lower Sandusky; which was read a first and 
second time, and committed to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. PARMENTER, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, reported back Senate bill for the 
relief of Peter Von Schmidt, without amendment; 
which was referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House. 

Mr. P., from the same committee, reported a 
bill to provide for the payment of certain - 
sions heretofore paid out of the privateer fund; 
which was read twice, and committed to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 


On motion of Mr. PARMENTER, the Com- 





“ie 


Tt ahh caistecaete din emia tee edad Oe 


rity 


aera 


aca. 


eal = A pt llc nips eget Rect ibe 


5 aE Me whieh alee Heal ;7 


= § 
cee nih Rhema tet we 03 


Bs 


Sa ions pc renee an 


ae - Penns Boss 
agg aR pe andl td aera ome 


> 





mitiee of the Whole House was discharged from 
the private bili No, 56, being an act to afford re- 


lief to certain contractors of the Government; and | 


jt was referred, together with the bill for an addi- 
tional building for the War and Navy Depart- 










Mr. DUNCAN. And I give notice that I shall 
call up the Oregon bill. [{Laughter.] 

The House then adjourned. 
| ee 


|| The following petitions, presented to-day, were handed 






} 


ments and for other purposes, to the Committee || ‘ the reporters by the members presenting them : 


of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


On motion of Mr. HOUSTON, it was ordered | 


By Mr. FISH: The petitions of James McGowen and 
Simon M. Hadman, for pensions. 
By Mr.McCLELLAND: The petition of citizens of 


that the Committee of the Whole House be dis- || Ypslantt, Migbigne, for an appropriation of land to com- 


charged from the consideration of the bill to amend || Plete the Central rat 
**An act entitled an act to carry into effect, in the | 


States of Alabama. and Mississippi, thre existing 
compacts with those States with regard to the five 
per cent, fand and the school reservations; and 
that it be committed to the Committee of the Whole 
flouse on the state of the Union. 

Mr. DUNLAP, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported back, without amendment, the 
Senate bill in relation to a port of entry and deliv- 
ery at Passamaquoddy, in the State of Maine; 
which was read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. PHGENILX, from the Committee on Com- 


merce, made adverse reports on some petitions for | 
additional drawbacks on the exportation of spirits | 


distilled from molasses. 
BILLS ON THE SPEAKER'S TABLE. 


Mr. DICKINSON moved that the House take | 


up the private bills on the Speaker’s table, that the 


House might dispose of such as would not give | 


rise to debate. 
The SPEAKER stated that the motion could 
not be entertained, as objections were made. 


rules. 

Mr. DUNCAN called for the yeas and nays, 
and they were ordered; and being taken, resulted 
—yeas 77, nays 48. 

So the motion did not prevail, there being less 
than a majority of two thirds. 


MARY WILLIAMS. 


The: joint resolution explanatory of an act for 
the relief of Mary Williams, widow of Jacob Wil- 
liams, deceased, was read the third time, and 
passed. F 

COAL USED AS FUEL. 

Mr. BIDLACK moved a suspension of the 
rules, in order to proceed to the consideration of 
a resolution, heretofore offered by him, in rela- 
tion to the various kinds of coal used as fuel in 
generating steam. 

The motion was negatived. 


Mr. SEYMOUR moved a suspension of the 
rules,that the House resolve itself into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. ADAMS called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. WHITE called for tellers. 

Tellers were appointed; and there were— 
seventy-seven ayes; noes not counted. 

The motion was carried; and the House re- 
solved itself into the Committee of the Whole, 
(Mr. Wuire in the chair.) 

Mr. JAMESON nioved to postpone the bill 
pending before the committee, (the widows’ pen- 
sion bill,) and that the committee take up the bill 
No. 19, for repayment of losses incurred in the 
Florida war by the Missouri volunteers. 

On this question the votes were taken by tel- 
lers, who reported—ayes 30, noes 60; no quorum, 


On a second count, there were—aves 32, noes || : ’ ¥ 
P y : || The bill for the relief of the heirs of Robert 


74; still no quorum. 


|| favor of the annexation of Texas to the United | 
|| States. 


| 
Mr. DICKINSON moved a suspension of the | eo Coe | 


j 


| 
| 


| 
| 


j 
j 


| 


The CHAIRMAN, being called upon to count | 


| passed, 


the members present, reported that there were 
one hundred and twenty-nine, being more thana 
quorum; and a recount by the tellers was then 
demanded on the motion of Mr. Jameson; and it 
resulted—ayes 29, noes 81; no quorum voting. 


} 


} 
establishment of a mail route from Sterling post office, in 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 








| 
i} 


Mr. CAMPBELL, remarking that there was || 


road, &c., in that State. 
| By Mr. HALE: The petition of Ruth Ransom, fora land 
warrant in lieu of a former one lost; which was referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

By Mr. BRODHEAD: The petition of citizens of Wayne 
and Luzerne counties, in Pennsylvania, praying for the 





| Wayne county, via Hollistersville, to Providence, in Lu- 
| zerne county. 


IN SENATE. 
| Wenpnespay, May 29, 1844. 


|| Mr. BAGBY moved that an additional member 


| be appointed by the Chair on the Committee on 
Engrossed Bills; which was agreed to. 
MEMORIALS. 

| Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 

| a number of the citizens of Pennsylvania, asking 

| Congress to annex Texas to the United States 

| without delay; which was laid on the table. 

|| Mr. LEWIS presented a memorial from a large 
| meeting of the citizens of Eufaula, Alabama, in 





| meeting of citizens of Shenandoah, Virginia, 
| praying that there shall be no interference with 
| the present tariff; which was referred to the Com- 


mittee on Finance. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
_Mr. CHOATE, from the Committee on _For- 
| eign Relations, reported a bill for the relief of 


| American citizens who were sufferers by French 
spoliations prior to 1800. 


} 
| 


Library, reported a resolution name the 
operation of the joint resolution authorizing the 
printing of certain copies of the Journals of Con- 
| gress tll after the present session, 

| On motion of Mr. TAPPAN, the resolution 
which had just been reported from the Committee 
on the Library was taken up for consideration. 

Mr. MOREHEAD inquired what was the ob- 
ject of the resolution; and in what manner it 
would affect, and how far, the original joint res- 
olution ? 

Mr. TAPPAN explained that the joint resolu- 
| tion required one hundred copies of the Journal 
| of the House, and fifty copies of the Journal of 
, the Senate, to be furnished to the State Depart- 
| partment; which had been construed to mean 
from the beginning of the present session; but, 
as only the bare number required for both Houses 
had been printed, it was found that to reprint 
these few copics would cost a very large sum of 
| money in comparison with copies struck off from 
| type already set. It was, therefore, recommended 
to suspend the operation of the original resolu- 
| tion until the next session of Congress. 
| ‘The resolution was ordered to be engrossed; 
| and, subsequently, it was passed. 


HEIRS OF ROBERT FULTON. 


Mr. TAPPAN, from the Committee on the 





| 
| 





Fulton was taken up, read the third time, and 


NAVAL PENSIONS. 


The bill discussed yesterday, entitled ‘ A bill 
concerning naval pensions,’’ was taken up on its 
third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

The title of the bill was, on motion of Mr. 


evidently no disposition to transact any business, || BAYARD, so amended as to read “ A bill renew- 


moved that the committee rise; which motion || 


prevailed—ayes 67, noes 65. 
The committee then rose; and its Chairman re- 
ported that the committee had had a certain bill 


und@ consideration, and come to no conclusion || 


thereon. 


Mr. KcKAY rose, and said it was evident there || 





| 


| 
| On motion of Mr. BAYARD, the 
| 
| 


ing certain pensions.”’ 

FURLOUGHS IN THE NAVY. 
revious 
orders were suspended, and the Senate bill No. 


172, entitled ‘** A bill concerning furloughs in the 
naval service,’’ was taken up, as in Committee of 


was an unwillingness on the part of the majority || the Whole, for consideration. 


to do any business; and he regretted that he had || 


Mr. B. submitted, with the concurrence of the 


not, on Saturday, voted for the motion to adjourn || Naval Committee, several verbal amendments; 


over, 


should call up the civil and diplomatic biil. 


He would now move that this House ad- |, 
journ; and he gave notice that to-morrow he |) 


which were adopted. 
The bill, thusamended, was reported back tothe 


In its amended form, it is as follows: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House o Representat; 
of the United States of America in Gongreoantetns The 
e Secretary of the Navy be, and is hereby, authori hat 
whenever, in his opinion, any officer should be puton ne’ 
lough as unfit for duty from age, infirmity, or other cay > 
to convene a board of officers, to consist of not jess a 
four nor more than seven members, who shali take j 
consideration the case of any such officer. The decline 
of a majority of said board shall be final and conclusive, 
and, from the time of such decision, such officer 4j 7 
to be put on furlough, shall be out of the line of premaion 
and shall receive pay at the rate of half the sea pay bejons’ 
ing to his grade. No officer put on furlough b the decisis 
of such a board shall be again employed, unless upon te 
recommendation of a subsequent board, similarly cong), 
tuted. The said board shall be composed, as far as ¢\, 
cumstances will permit, of officers senior in rank to the 
| individual whose case is submitted to such a board: 
vided always, That if a majority of the said board shajj be 
| of opinion, in the case of any officer submitted to them for 
furlough, that he should have been subjected to triaj bya 
court-martial for any offenses committed by him, they shal 
certify such opinion to the Secretary of the Navy, whose 
duty it shall be forthwith to order a court-martial for th» 
trial of such officer. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the members of 
said board shall be sworn or affirmed by the presiding of. 
ficer; and the presiding officer shall be sworn or affirmed 

by the next junior member in rank, to hearand decide each 
| case submitted to them, without prejudice, favor, or par- 
|| tiality. The individual whose case is to be submitted to 
such board shall have due notice given him, by the Secre. 
| tary of the Navy, of the reasons to be submitted to the saiq 

board for their decision; and shall be directed to appear 
| before the said board in person, and make such explana. 
|| tions as he may think proper, in writing or by parole. 








[There is another section, added by amend- 
ment, repealing the act of 3d March, 1825, with 
certain reservations concerning half pay.] 

It was then ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading; and subsequently it was read the third 
| time, and passed. 


NAHUM WARD. 
| On motion of Mr. JARNAGIN, the report of 


the Committee on Revolutionary Claims in rela- 

tion to the petition of Nahum Ward, laid on the 

table some time ago, was taken up, and the peti- 

tiop, with documents since furnished by the claim- 

ant, alleged to contain additional evidence, was 
| referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


COLLECTION DISTRICTS. 


The engrossed bill relating to certain collection 
districts, and for other purposes, was read the 
third time, and passed. 


CANAL AT ST. MARY’S FALLS. 


The engrossed bill authorizing the opening of 
a canal around the falls of St. Mary, at the outlet 
of Lake Superior, next came up on its third 


reading. 

Mr. TAPPAN moved to recommit the bill, 
with instructions to the committee to report a 
bill, as a substitute, granting a sufficiency of the 
public lands to the State of Michigan for the con- 
struction of the canal. There were, he consid- 
ered, several insuperable objections to the bill in 
its present form. It proposed to make a canal in 
the State of Michigan, without asking the consent 
of the State, or obtaining the necessary jurisdic- 
tion. It is to be a canal constructed by the Gen- 
eral Government—the most expensive and ineff- 
cient agency for such a work that could be thought 
of. It increased unnecessarily executive patron- 
age and eXtravagance, instead of economy in ex- 
penditure. For these reasons he moved the 
recommittal of the bill. : 

Mr. PORTER read a resolution of the Legis- 
lature of Michigan, adopted at its last session, 
instructing the Senators in Congress, and recom- 
mending the Representatives of that State to co- 
sao in promoting this work by the General 

overnment. 

Mr. TAPPAN did not understand this ascon- 
zeying the right of jurisdiction to the United 

tates. 

Messrs. PORTER and WOODBRIDGE ex- 
plained at great length the importance and value 
of the canal proposed, and the circumstances 
which insured the cordial codperation of the State 
of Michigan. 

Mr. TAPPAN showed that, if the General 
Government proceeded to make the canal as now 
proposed, it would have no jurisdiction, no right 
to collect tools, no redress for offenses, such 48 
breaking down locks and dams, &c. — 

Mr. PORTER thought these details would be 
attended to in the farther legislation necessary ° 


/ 





. 








|; Senate, and the amendments were concurred in. || complete the work. The present bill oniy com 
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yemplated commencing the work with about one 
third of the means requisite to complete it. 
The motion to recommit was negatived. 


Mr. HAYWOOD pointed out the wording of 
the bill, which gave unlimited power to the Pres- 
ident of the United States to incur any expenee 
he pleased, no matter how enormous it might be, 
in Fe construction of the work. 

After a short discussion on this point between 
Messrs. PORTER, TAPPAN, HAYWOOD, 
BREESE, and WHITE, 

Mr. HAYWOOD moved to recommit the bill, 
with instructions so to amend it as to limit all 
contracts and expenditures under its authority to 
the sum therein apervnrinten:; and on this mo- 
tion he called for the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered. 

The question was then taken; and resulted— 
yeas 10, nays 22; as follows: 

YyEAS—Messrs. Atherton, Bagby, Benton, Fairfield, Hay- 
wood, Huger, Johnson, Niles, Semple, and Woodbury—10. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bates; Breese, Buchanan, Choate, Clay- 
Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Francis, Jarnagin, Mer- 

rick, Morehead, Pearce, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, Stur- 
ee Tappan, Upham, White, and Woodbridge 


So the Senate refused to recommit the bill. 


The question recurring—Shall the bill pass ?— 
the yeas and nays thereon were called for by Mr. 
Tarean, and ordered; and they resulted—yeas 
®, nays 14; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates 
Buchanan, Choate, Crittenden, Evans, Francis, Johnson, 
Merrick, Morehead, Pearce, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, 
Surgeon, Tallmadge, Upham, White, and Woodbridge 

2 


~ NAYS—Messrs. Archer Atherton, Bagby, Clayton, Fair- 
field, Haywood, Huger, Lewis, Mangum, Miller, Niles, 
Semple, ‘Tappan, and Woodbury—14. 
So the bill was passed. 
WILLIAM DE BUYS. 


On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, the previous 
orders were suspended, and the bill for the relief 
of William De Buys, late postmaster of New 
Orleans, was taken up, as in Committee of the 
Whole, for consideration. 

Mr. MERRICK moved to amend the amend- 
ment reported from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, by filling up the blank 
with $5,000; which amendment was adopted. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON called for some explana- 
tion of the bill. 

Mr. MERRICK explained, that by the rules 
and regulations of the Post Office Department, 
the emoluments of deputy postmasters were so 
regulated that no postmaster could retain for his 
own use more than a surplus of $2,000 out of the 
commission in account, and $3,000 out of the rent 
of boxes for private accommodation, both to- 
gether not exceeding ~— In the great cities, 
such as New York, Philadelphia, &c., thé sur- 
plus in each case was always sufficient after office 
expenses and clerk hire; but in New Orleans, 
owing to the high salaries of clerks, and extraor- 
dinary expenses, the surplus from the commis- 
sion fell short of $2,000, though the surplus from 
the rent of boxes far exceeded $3,000. The ob- 
ject of the bill was to allow the deficiency of the 
former to be made up from the excess of the lat- 
ter, so that the postmaster should receive the full 
compensation of $5,000, to which he was entitled, 
a3 incumbént of an office of the grade of the New 
Orleans post office. 

The amendment, as amended, was adopted. 


The bill was then reported back to the Senate, 
the amendment concurred in, and it was ordered 
to be engrossed and read a third time. 


DUTY ON RAILROAD IRON. 


Mr. MILLER offered the following resolution, 

and requested its consideration now: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be in- 
structed to to the Senate the amount of on 
raliroad iron. which would be remitted or refunded in case 
the duties should be remitted or refunded on all railroad 
iron which has been imported since the 14th of July, 1832, 
and laid down within three years after its importation ; 

the amount which would be remitted or refunded to 
each State or railroad company respectively, disting tishing 
between them. 

Mr. PORTER suggested a modification; which 
was accepted by Mr. Miter and embodied in 
the resolution, (being the last three words as above 
printed. 

Mr. 
the 


resolution lie over one day, as usual. 


Bayard, Benton, Breese, 


HELPS thought it would be best to let 


THE. CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. MILLER said the information called for 
was necessary, in view of the discussion on the 
bill to come up to-morrow, for the remission of 
duties on railroad iron. 

The objection not being withdrawn by Mr. 
Pueps, e resolution was laid over in conform- 
ity with the one-day rule. } 


THE TARIFF. 
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which had been postponed to this day to print 


the report, &c., of the Committee of Elections 
in the case of Botts vs. Jones, was further post- 


|| poned to Friday next. 


Several ineffectual motions were made to take 


up particular bills. 


PENSION BILL. 
The House resolved itself into the Committee 


On motion of Mr. MOREHEAD, the resolu- || of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 


tion of the Finance Committee to postpone in- 
definitely Mr. McDurrie’s bill to restore the tariff || 
to the standard of the compromise act, was taken 
up, and made the special order for to-morrow, at 
twelve o’clock; Mr. McDurrie’s state of health || 
being such as to prevent him from addressing the || 
Senate to-day as he had expected. | 

The Senate then adjourned. 





| 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wenpnespay, May 29, 1844. 

The Journal of yesterday was read. 

Mr. GOGGIN suggested a correction of the || 
Journal. According to the entry, it would ap- || 
pear that, after having taken his seat, he had 
abstained from voting on various important ques- 
tions; whereas, in truth, these votes had been 
taken previous to his taking his seat. 

The Journal was corrected accordingly. 

Mr. HALE moved a suspension of the rules, 
in order to take up for consideration two joint 
resolutions which had been reported from the 
Committee of the Whole. 

The motion was negatived. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. PRATT, from the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds, asked leave to report a 
joint resolution. 

Leave was not granted. 

Mr. HUGHES, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, introduced a bill to authorize the Presi- 
dent of the United States to hold a treaty with 
the Ottawa, Chippewa, and Pottawatomie Indians; | 
which was job twice, and referred to the Com- | 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. PHCENIX, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported back the act relating to bonds to 
be given by custom-house officers. 
he question being on its passage, 

| 





| 
| 





Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL said he should object, 
unless a quorum was present. 

The SPEAKER counted the members present; 
and there appeared to be one hundred and seven— 
being less than a quorum. 

The yeas and nays were then demanded, and 
ordered; and being taken, resulted, (several mem- 
bers having entered the Hall during the calling of 
the names)—yeas 126, nay 1. 

So the bill was passed. 


CLERKS IN FOLDING-ROOMS. 


On motion of Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, it was 


Resolved, That the clerks employed in the folding-rooms | 
during the months of January and February be allowed the | 
same compensation per day as the pages of this House 
teceive. 


TRANSFER OF PENSION AGENCIES. - 


Mr. BRINKERHOFF rose and reminded the 
House of the passage of a bill at an earlier part 
of the session, to authorize the Secretary of the 
Treasury to transfer certain Fe pe agencies 
from Kentucky to Cincinnati, Ohio, and said he 
had received a letter which apprised him that that 
could be done only by the Secretary of War, and 
therefore the bill was inoperative. To remedy 
the error which the House had committed, he 
now asked leave to introduce a joint resolution. 

My. HALE objected. 

Me. BRINKERHOFF moved a suspension of 
the rules to enable him to introduce his resolu- 
tion; which was agreed to; the vote—taken a 
Messrs. Grinnwect and Cotes—being, ayes 105, 
noes 10. 

Mr. B. then introduced a joint resolution di- 
recting the Secretary of War to transfer pension 

rencies to Ohio, instead of the Secretary of the 
Treasury; who was directed by the late act to 
execute its provisions; which was read three 
times and passed, being first changed to the form 
of a bill on the suggestion of Mr. WintHropr. 


VIRGINIA COSTESTED ELECTION. 
On the motion of Mr. HAMLIN, the motion 

















i 





| 





Wetter in the chair,) and resumed the consid- 


eration of the pension bill. The pending amend- 


ment was that offered by Mr. Davis, of Kentucky, 
to extend the provisions of the bill to the soldiers 
in our Indian wars, to which Mr. Smita, of 
Illinois, submitted an amendment, to amend the 
amendment offered by Mr. Davis, of Kentucky, 
so as to apply the benefits of the act to all those 
who fought in the Indian wars, prior to the dec- 
laration of war against Great Britain in 1812. 
He advocated the amendment as anact of justice 
toa large and meritorious class of our citizens, 
who bravely defended the western frontier against 
a savage foe. 

Mr. BOWLIN, who was entitled to the floor, 
pronsetae to reply to the speech of Mr. Davis, of 

entucky, ofa previousday. ‘Tosuppose that this 
amendment was offered in order to effect the de- 


| struction ofthe bill, as had been insinuated, was to 


suppose that it was unworthy of the consideration 
of the House. Theclaim set up on behalf of those 
pioneer frontier soldiers was as worthy and as 
meritorious as that of any soldier of the Revolu- 
tion. Their numbers were few, for they had been 
nearly exterminated in the dangerous and sangui- 
nary conflicts to which they were exposed. There 
was no class of individuals in the country who 
were better entitled to claim the benefit of a pen- 
sion law than those western warriors who put 
you in possession of that fine and fertile region. 

Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, briefly addressed the 
committee, advocating the amendment which he 
had offered. He was notin favor of anything 
like partial legislation, and he could assure the 
committee that the class of persons embraced in 
the amendment which he had offered, were as 
meritorious as any that were embraced in the 
original bill, or in the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Kentucky. All that he asked was, 
that strict justice should be done to all. 

Mr. SIMONS was opposed to the amendment; 
indeed, he was not in favor of amending the bill 
atall; he thoughtevery step that was taken placed 
the House in a more awkward and embarrassing 
position; if they were to go on and admit every 
description of persons on whose behalf applica- 
tion was made, they would exhaust the Treasury 
of the nation without satisfying the half of them. 

The debate was continued by Messrs. FICK- 
LIN, RATHBUN, DEAN, BOWER, and 
STEWART. 

Mr. STEWART, diverging from the question 
before the committee, was proceeding to discuss 
the subject of the tariff, when he was called to 
order by Mr. Seymour, of New York, for irrele- 
vancy. 

The CHAIRMAN being called upon for his 
decision, said he felt compelled to decide that the 
gentleman was out of order; his remarks being 
entirely foreign to the subject before the commit- 
tee. 

Mr. STEWART appealed from this decision; 
and the motion being put, tellers were demanded 
and appointed. aval 

Mr. . however, observing that as a division 
would be likely to show that a quorum was not 
present, and consequently would have the effect 
of stopping the transaction of business, withdrew 
the appeal. 

Mr. PARMENTER made some remarks in 
opposition to the amendment. — 

r. STEWART again obtained the floor, and 
was addressing the House in continuation of his 
remarks, when he was called to order for irrele- 
vancy. : f 

Some irregular conversation ensued, in the 
course of which it was found that there was not 
a quorum present; and the committee rose, and 
reported that fact to the House, 

he House then adjourned. 





The nihewing Peay — tans were haaded 
to the reporters mem presen them: 

By Mr. BURT : The of sundry citizens of South 
Carolina, praying a change of the mail stage route from 
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Georgia, to Greenville Court-House, South Caro- 
fae so that it shall run from Allville Court. House by Due 
West Corer and Craytonville to Anderson Court-House. 

By Mr. HAMLIN: The petition of Paul Dudiey for a 
pension, and accompanying evidence ; which was referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 


IN SENATE. 
Tavunrspar, May 30, 1844. 

Mr. CHOATE presented a memorial from cit- 
izens of Townsend, Massachusetts, remonstratin 
against the treaty for the annexation of Texas to 
the United States; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. NILES presented a memorial from citizens 
of Middletown, Connecticut, infavor of the ratifi- 
cation of the treaty for the annexation of Texas 
to the United States; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. ARCHER presented two memorials from 
the county of Hardy, Virginia, remonstratin 
against any disturbance of the present tariff. Al- 
though the subject had been set at rest, he con- 
tinued to present such memorials as were addressed 
to him, conceiving it important to show the grow- 
ing favor with which that excellent measure, the 
act of 1842, was now regarded throughout the 
country. The memorials were referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WOODBURY presented a petition, nu- 
merously signed, and very well written, from 
German adopted citizens of New York, in favor 
of the annexation of Texas to the United States; 
which was laid on the table. 

Mr. BARROW presented a petition from mer- 
chants and citizens of New Orleans, praying for 
the remission of the duties on cotton imported 
from ‘l'exas; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. PEARCE, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported back the petition of John Judges, 
with an Rede report; which was ordered ‘to be 
printed. 

Mr. DAYTON, from the Committee on Public 

Suildings, reported back the resolution prohib- 
iting the sale of spirituous liquors within the 
Capitol or public grounds, and recommended its 
passage, 

The resolution Was subsequently taken up, and 


passed. 
DUTY ON GUANO. 


Mr. PEARCE submitted the following resolu- 
tion of inquiry; which, at his request, was con- 
sidered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be instructed 


to inquire into the expediency of so amending the act of 
30th August, 1842, as to admit guano free of duty. 


WILLIAM DE BUYS. 


The engrossed bill for the relief of William De 
Buys, late postmaster at New Orleans, was read 
the third time, and passed. 


JAMES DUFFY. 

On motion of Mr. BAYARD, the previous 
orders were postponed; and the bill for the relief 
of James Duffy was taken up, considered, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 


PENSIONS TO WIDOWS. 


On motion of Mr. BATES, the previous orders 
were postponed, and the Senate bill (No. 137) 
for the continuation of pensions to certain widows, 
was taken up, considered, amended, and ordered 
to be engrossed, and read a third time. It appro- 
priates $400,000 for continuing pensions to the 
widows of officers and soldiers of the Revolu- 
tion. 

Mr. BATES explained that, under the last act 
of renewal, the number of widows on the pen- 
sion list was five thousand seven hundred and 
seventy-five, averaging seventy dollars pension 
each, and receiving, in the aggregate, $372,380; 
but anticipating some additions for the widows of 
those officers and soldiers not married until after 
the revolutionary war, he had inserted $400,000 
as the sum to be appropriated by this bill. 

DUTY ON RAILROAD IRON. 

The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. 
Miter was next taken up; and, on motion of 
Messrs. PORTER and HENDERSON, with Mr. 
Mixxier’s assent, amended so as to read as fol- 
lows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the ‘Treasury be in- 
structed te report to the Senate the amount of duties on 











railroad iron, which would be remitted or refurtded in case 
the duties should be remitied or refunded on all railroad 
tron which has been imported since the 14th of July, 1822, 
and faid down within three years after its importation ; 
statin oe amount which would be remitted = refunded 

| to each State or railroad company respectively, distinguish- 

| ing between them ; also, tbe whole amount of bdnds out- 
standing and unsatisfied, judgments obtained thereon, given 
for the payment of duties under the several acts authoriz- 
ing drawbacks on railroad iron. 


The resolutfon was adopted. 
THE COPPER ROCK. 


On motion of Mr. WOODBRIDGE, the pre- 
vious orders were postponed, and the joint reso- 
| lution concerning the copper rock of Lake Supe- 
| rior was taken up, considered, and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. It authorizes the 
restoration of the rock to the person who found 
it; or the purchase of it from him <! the execu- 
| tive department, for a sum notexceeding the cost 
| of obtaining it and bringing it to this city. 
Mr. WOODBRIDGE explained that this was 
the largest mass of pure copper, in its native state, 
| he believed, in the known world; and thet it had 
been discovered and obtained by the claimant in 
the Indian country, near Lake Superior, previous 
to the extinction of the Indian title to their lands 
there. A question had arisen whether it belonged 
to the soil at the time of the Indian treaty with 
the United States; but there could be little doubt 
that it had been raised and placed above the soil, 
on stilts, for removal, before the treaty, and, con- 
sequently, that the equitable tide had been ac- 
quired by the claimant fora valuable consideration, 
while he was a licensed trader with the Indians. 
It was upon this view that the committee had 
acted; and considering that it was desirable the 
(Jovernment should possess such a great natural 
curiosity, provision was made for its purchase at 
a cost not exceeding that incurred in bringing it 
to the seat of Government. 
COMMERCIAL STATISTICS, 

The Senate joint resolution, providing for the 
return of additional items in the commercial sta- 
tistics, was, as the first business in order on the 
general Calendar, taken up and read; but the chair- 
man of the Committee on Commerce, (Mr. Barn- 
now,] who had reported it, not being in his place, 

Mr. HUNTINGTON moved to lay the resolu- 
tion on the table for the present. 

The motion was agreed to. 


THE TARIFF. 


The special order was announced; and the res- 
olutions of the Finance Committee, to postpone 
indefinitely the bill introduced by Mr. McDur- 
Fig for the restoration of the present tariff to the 
standard of the compromise act, were taken up, 
Mr. McDorrie being entitled to the floor in con- 
clusion of the debate, and in reply to the oppo- 
nents of his bill. 

Mr. McDUFFIEaddressed the Senate for nearly 
two hours, chiefly in reply to the speeches made 
on the subject by the two Senators from Massa- 
chusetts, aes! Cuoare and Bares,] and, in- 
cidentally, in animadversion on the principle laid 
down by the Senator from Maine, (Mr. vase) 
that every protective tariff act, since the founda- 
tion of the system, has benefited the country. Mr. 
McD. examined and exposed the fallacious and 
delusive histories of the protective system relied 
upon by the Senators from Massachusetts, as the 
foundation of their arguments, and showed that 
the average duty, considered ample for protec- 
tion previous to 1816, was but seven and a half 
per cent.; and that it was only in consequence of 
the expenses of the war with Great Britain, and 
the necessity of paying off the debt ineurred dur- 
ing that war, that, by the act of 1816, the average 
was raised to twenty per cent. He justified the 
conduct of South Carolina with regard to uM act 
of 1816, and contrasted it with the selfish policy 
by which Massachusetts then, as now, was actu- 
ated, though taking a position diametrically oppo- 
site to that now assumed. 5 

Being in delicate health, and much fatigued 
after speaking two hours, Mr. MeD. requested 
and obtained the indulgence of the Senate to allow 
him to postpone the conclusion of his remarks 
till to-morrow. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


The Senate then, on motion of Mr. EVANS, 
went into executive session; and after some time 


spent therein, adjourned, 































May 3 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVEs, 
Tuvrspar, May 30, 1844. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, pursuant to an intima:; 
given be ne anc ved that the ties bene 
pended, that the House might resolve itself ae 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of 1h, 
oe aoe the Meri as xe ogarstons » Of taki 
up the bill to recharter the banks of the Disir, 
of Columbia. Diatriet 

Mr. C. JOHNSON reminded the House tha 
four o’clock, this day, had been fixed to 
ee Mca ge Sa = in on the ne 
siana land claim bill; and he hoped, the 
that that business would be taken a. ee, 

INVENTORY OF PROPERTY, 

Mr. PRATT desired the action of the House 
on a motion to reconsider the vote by which g 
resolution, submitted by him a day or two since 
was adopted. : 

The suggestion was acted upon; and the yoy 
was reconsidered. 

Mr. PRATT then submitted a substitutes in 
the form of a joint resolution, to secure a more 
perfect accountability of the public property, |p 
offering this resolution, Mr. P. said: I deem it 
but just to say that I mean to impute no wrongto 
any officer of the Government. But I think jt 
proper that all officers shou!d be required to rep- 
der an inventory, or property account, similar to 
that which business men prepare—though [ am 
aware it cannot be done so often. It might, how. 
ever, be made out once in two years—say in the 
month of July—and laid before every new Con- 
gress, at the commencement of its session. This 
would enable new members the more readily to 
understand the subjects upon which they would 
be called to legislate. Property greatly deterior- 
ates by lying on hand out of use. In short, often 
accountability renders men more correct; and, to 
use an old adage, ‘‘An ounce of prevention is 
worth a pound of cure.’? Many of the officers 
now keep such an account; but I believe there 
has never been a general inventory since the Gov- 
ernment was formed. - And I will add, those of 
the officers whom I have consulted recommend 
this course. 

Mr. McKAY proposed an amendment, to se- 
sure the taking of an inventory of the property in 
the presidential mansion once in every four years, 
before the inauguration of each succeeding Pres- 
ident. He made some remarks in support of his 
amend ment, 

The resolution was amended as proposed by 
Mr. McKay; and after some conversation, in 
which Mr. ADAMS, Mr. PRATT, and Mr. 
McKAY took part, the joint resolution was read 
three several times, and passed, as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United pies of sienaree oe Congress assembled, That 
ecrenary of Wat, the Becretary of the Navy, the Pootaas 
ter General, and the Commissioner of Public Buildings be 
directed to lay before the next Congress, at the commence 
ment of its first regular copelins Manes of al} public prop- 
erty, exhibiting the quantity, condition, and cost thereof, 
on hand on the 30th day of June previous to said reports, 
embracing full descriptive accounts of all real estate, the 
location, time when obtained, purchased, or 
cost, objects, and uses of all janes and improvements of all 


ublic buildings, for civil and military purposes, including 
Penem-beeeee, highe es, fi arsenals, armo 

Ee rs 

erty, incl military stores e, ; 
dees, and ae manufacture. And the said officers 
shall thereafter Jay before each coe aes 
commencement of its first regular session, 


ceding reports 
tate sheeted or of during the two years ending 
with the fiscal year, showing the investments and credits 
in such property account. And that the Clerk of the House 
cause a catalogue of the Library of the House of Represent- 
atives to be made by the Librarian, and printed for the use 
of the House prior to the next session of Congress. 
that the Commissioner of Publie Bui be 
hereby, direeted, on or before the 3d day of March 
four years thereafter, to take an inventory 
niture of the President’s House, at such time 
convenient to the cman te ne 
a copy thereof to the President 
eo reet ie meates Locate Siomnana Oe 
tary -at- 
Doorkeeper of the House of Representatives, shall be, 
they are hereby, required, on or before the lst day of J 
next, and every two yeurs thereafter, to cause to be 
full and correct inventories of all 
respective offices, or paeneits wt either House, and 
copies of the same in the L y of Congress. 
UNITED STATES LAWS. : 
Mr. ADAMS submitted a resolution directing 


the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
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